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cyclone 
gita: Tonga

When Tropical Cyclone Gita swept through Tonga this 
February, it flattened homes, ripped up farms and gardens, 
and left many communities without power and safe water.

Around 80 per cent of Tongans were impacted by the storm – 
the worst to batter their nation in more than half a century.

But your impact ensured our local church partners on the 
ground were able to deliver immediate, life-saving assistance 
such as clean water, tarpaulins and generators. 

In the village of Matafonua, Senolita and her children had 
their roof blown off by the violent winds. She said she 
couldn’t imagine how they would have coped without your 
support. 

“If it wasn’t for the tarpaulin I do not know how we’d survive in our 
own house without getting wet all the time from rainy days. Now 
our roof is covered and my family are safe.”

In the village of Fatai, Siokapesi and her children had a 
similar story.

You helped provide 100 families with tarpaulins and ropes, so people who’d lost 
their homes could shelter themselves and their children from the wind and rain.

Emergency shelter

You helped bring five generators to communities who 
had lost power in the storm, so they could operate 
their water tank pumps and run other life-saving 
equipment. 

Emergency power

You helped deliver thousands of litres of bottled water to the most 
vulnerable and set up temporary water tanks in communities whose supply 
had been wiped out. 

Emergency water 

Your gifts are helping people to survive 
the devastation of Cyclone Gita.

“After the cyclone, my children and I were able to 
drink thanks to the the 20 litre bottle you gave us and 
now we still use it to fetch drinking water.”

 
In Tonga’s capital of Nuku’alofa, your swift kindness 
brought power to Apifo’ou College, which had been 
badly damaged. The principal, Viliami, told us: 

“Our school wouldn’t have been able to stay open without the 
generators you gave us. They provide power for two classroom 
buildings. Your donation is much appreciated by the whole school, 
especially the students.”

The people of Tonga still have a long road ahead to 
rebuild. But your action has helped them to survive and 
stay resilient – thank you. 

Ketoni, a school teacher, is o
ne of 

thouasnds of Tongans who lost
 their home 

in the cyclone. Recovery is a 
slow process, 

but by providing water, shelt
er and other 

support, your gifts are helpin
g people like 

Ketoni to rebuild after the s
torm.   

Your impact  
What your gifts brought to families devastated by Cyclone Gita.

emergency update

Just days after  the cyclo
ne, our local 

partner was able to reach 
some of the most 

vulnerable families with u
rgently needed 

drinking water, and delive
r tarpaulins and 

ropes to people whose homes 
were damaged in 

the storm. 

On the cover: Autilia prep
ares the soil on her farm 

in Masvingo province, Zimb
abwe. Since joining the 

Conservation Farming prog
ram, Autilia and her 

husband Aaron have been a
ble to grow enough food 

to feed their family, even 
when the rains fail.
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the good 
samaritan

“Ethiopia is Africa’s second largest refugee hosting country, 
after Uganda. There are close to 900,000 refugees spread 
across 30 refugee camps, and the number is growing. Most 
people come because of a crisis in their country of origin, 
such as civil war, and they leave to find security and safety. 

We work with refugees who have serious health conditions 
that cannot be treated in the camps, or who have been 
referred to the city on humanitarian grounds. These are the 
most vulnerable people and many are in dire need of medical 
assistance and counselling. 

Refugees are people like you and me. They deserve access to 
basic rights and basic necessities and it’s our responsibility to 
help address their needs for food and healthcare, education.

That’s why our church is working together with our 
international partners, like Act for Peace, and local agencies 
to provide people with the support they need. Life in Addis 
Abba is very hard for refugees. They receive a small monthly 
stipend, but this small amount only just covers things like 
rent, food, and transport. 

Many have also experienced trauma and this adds to their daily 
struggle. Thankfully, through your partnership, we are able to 
provide people with the support they need to get by.  

What I enjoy most about the work I do is seeing the change 
in the life of an individual.  I’ve been at DICAC for over ten 
years, and it still makes me very happy seeing people’s lives 
changed.

My message to people in Australia is that your 
contributions are making a difference in the lives 
of some of the most vulnerable refugees. We greatly 
appreciate it and thank you for your commitment to 
supporting people in need here in Ethiopia.” 

In for the long haul 
The EOC-DICAC, established in 1972, is the 
oldest faith-based aid organisation in Ethiopia. 
EOC-DICAC works with refugees in camps 
and in urban areas to support survivors of 
sexual and gender based violence, people with 
disabilities and families at-risk of trafficking. 
Through your gifts you have partnered with 
EOC-DICAC to support this life-changing work 
for more than 32 years. 

Belay is the Program Head of Act for Peace’s local 
partner in Ethiopia, the Ethiopian Orthodox Church 
Development and Inter-Church Aid Commission 
(EOC-DICAC). We talked to Belay about DICAC’s 
life-changing work and the difference your gifts are 
making to the lives of refugees. 

Stories from the field

Responding to Jesus’ call to love his neighbour, 
Belay is devoted to supporting those seeking 

refuge in Ethiopia to rebuild their shattered lives. 
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Preparing to 
bear witness 
An eye-opening week of training made Joana* more determined than ever to help 
families living under occupation in the West Bank. She spoke to us about why she 
joined the Ecumenical Accompaniment Program in Palestine and Israel (EAPPI), and 
the difference she hopes to make.

“Once I became aware of the situation in Palestine, 
and the human rights violations and injustices that 
were happening, I couldn’t turn a blind eye. I applied 
for this program because I believe as human beings, 
we all have an obligation to care for each other. I 
wanted to do something to care for those who are 
living under a heartbreaking and unjust occupation.

The first week of training was a huge eye-opener. 
To simulate the conditions we’d be living in as 
Ecumenical Accompaniers, we stayed in a remote 
area of country Victoria with six of us in a room. 

We learnt about the historical context of the 
occupation, how to communicate in a team, how 
to handle conflict and how to move around in a 
hostile environment. 

The most confronting and valuable part of the training 

was a day-long role-play. From the time we woke up 

we were on placement, interacting with the ‘Israeli 

Defence Force’, ‘Israeli settlers’ and ‘local Palestinians’. 

I found it very intimidating being confronted by 

soldiers, and heartbreaking seeing the conditions 

Palestinians live under and the harassment they face. 

After this, I wondered if I could cope emotionally with 

the role. But I quickly realised that there was no way 

I could NOT go. I felt surer than ever that this was 

something I needed to be a part of. 

When people feel abandoned, exhausted, hurt 

and scared, they can lose hope. As Ecumenical 

Accompaniers, we can help restore hope and build 

peace by showing those who are suffering under the 

“The most surprising and conf
ronting part 

of the training to become an 
Ecumenical 

Accompanier was the role play
, where I had 

to support the community thro
ugh violent 

confrontations, care for traum
atised children 

and witness a tear gas attack
.  These 

scenarios were emotionally ch
allenging, but 

after I felt surer than ever t
hat this is 

something need to be a part o
f.”Your action, your impact

Ben Littlejohn/Act for Peace
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occupation that they are not forgotten. Our presence also 
helps to protect Palestinians from persecution in many 
situations, diffusing tension and forestalling violence. 

My partner, friends, family, colleagues and church 
community have all been incredibly supportive of my 
decision. Many came to the fundraising dinner I organised 
and donated items for the raffle and silent auction – helping 
to make the night a huge success.

The best part of the dinner was having a former 
Accompanier speak about her experiences and the reality 
of life in Palestine. Through the dinner, I raised awareness 
of the conflict with people who have since pledged to 
support me on my journey. 

I don’t start my three-month placement until November, 
but already it’s been a wonderful experience. I’ve realised 
just how kind people are and how much they are willing 
to give to help others. I think being an Accompanier will 
be an incredible learning experience and unbelievably 
humbling.”

Ecumenical Accompaniment  
Program in Palestine and Israel 

Are you a passionate and caring 
person who is committed to 
protecting people’s rights? To learn 
more about how your presence 
can help prevent injustice in 
the Holy Land, please visit  
www.actforpeace.org.au/EAPPI, 
email us at eappi@ncca.org.au or 
call us toll-free on 1800 025 101.

Every day, persecution and human rights abuses destroy people’s lives and fuel 
conflict in the Holy Land. By taking part in the Ecumenical Accompaniment 
Program in Palestine and Israel (EAPPI), dedicated volunteers spend three 
months being a protective presence for families living under occupation. 

Their life-changing work includes monitoring checkpoints, accompanying 
children to and from school, reporting any violence or harassment and 
supporting acts of nonviolent resistance alongside Palestinians and Israelis.

how accompaniment works:

Our presence makes the costs of human rights abuses 
more apparent to the perpetrators, persuades them 
to act differently, and deters attacks on civilians.

Protective Presence Advocacy
Our presence is a tool for increasing international action for 
change. Increased awareness puts pressure on the perpetrators 
of human rights abuses and helps protect civilians from these 
abuses.

Monitoring of human rights violationsPrincipled Impartiality
We are not pro-Palestinian or pro-Israeli and we do 
not take sides in the conflict. We are pro-human 
rights and international humanitarian law.  

When presence cannot completely halt human rights violations, 
we are there to monitor and report these abuses.

Nonviolence

We seek to bring change through the engagement of peaceful 
strategies and nonviolent action. We believe nonviolence is the 
only way to a true and lasting solution to conflict. We support all 
people working non-violently for peace in Palestine and Israel.

We help focus global attention on the activities 
of Palestinian and Israeli peace groups, thereby 
increasing their credibility and capacity to work for 
reform.

Standing with local peace  
and human rights groups

“The settlers take a big part of the land and water…We feel scared and afraid in our land.”
Yasser, 70, South Hebron Hills.

Ben Littlejohn/Act for Peace
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Counting her  
chickens
How a meaningful gift for a loved one in Australia empowered Saliwe in Zimbabwe. 

Putting food on the table for her four children was 
hard enough before Saliwe’s husband died. They 
live in a rural part of Zimbabwe, where the worst 
drought in 35 years is crippling people’s crops and 
livelihoods.

After Saliwe lost her husband, surviving became 
even harder. With barely any income and no support, 
she struggled to feed her children and keep them in 
school.  

Her two older boys moved away to find work and she 
was left to care for her teenage daughter and youngest 
son on her own. It was tough. Saliwe was desperate.  

She prayed constantly, asking God to protect 
her and her children. Thankfully,  through 
a Gift for Peace, her prayers were answered. 

 
Act for Peace’s local partner in Zimbabwe, Christian 
Care, saw the dire situation that Saliwe was in, and 
invited her to join the chicken farming program, 
funded through Gifts for Peace. A Gift for Peace 
bought by someone for a loved one in Australia, 
enabled Saliwe to be given chicks, feed and building 
materials. She learnt how to build a chicken coupe, 
raise healthy chickens and run her own business.

Saliwe began making an income from selling her 
eggs and extra chickens. Soon, she had enough to 
buy more chicks, as well as turkeys, which fetch a 
higher price. Using her business training, she found 
more business supplying the boarding school down 
the road. 

Today, Saliwe is a thriving poultry farmer, and her 

biggest customer is the same school her daughter 

goes to. Because of her Gift, Saliwe can now afford to 

feed her children and give them the education they 

need to build a better life.

Stories from the field

Saliwe stands in a nutritional garden, which 

is providing her Masvingo community with 

a valuable source of income. This is just one 

of twenty gardens across the region that this 

program has helped.
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Raising chickens and selling the eggs 

has made a life-changing difference for 

Saliwe.  

Saliwe believes this gift saved her life.: 

“I can’t thank you enough for funding this 
program. Without this knowledge, I would 
have been dead by now and I do not know what 
would have happened to my children.”

It has made a life-changing difference for 
Saliwe. But it doesn’t stop there. This is a gift 
that gift keeps on giving. Now Saliwe is also 
helping to improve the lives of other children 
and families – by providing them with an 
affordable source of protein during a time of 
desperate shortages. 

Last year, a massive outbreak of bird flu wiped 
out chickens across Zimbabwe. But thanks to 
her training, Saliwe was able to protect her 
chickens and livelihood, and keep bringing 
food to her community. 

Thanks to you, Saliwe has lifted her own family 
out of poverty and helped others around her to 
survive. You’ve given her hope for the future – 
and the confidence that comes from knowing 
she can survive the worst. She told us:

“I am now respected. People see me for my true 
worth as I have made something out of my life 
despite being a widow and being left with very 
little.” 

Want to give a loved one a meaningful gift that also helps vulnerable families like Saliwe’s? 
Check out our online Gifts for Peace catalogue, where you can buy a family of baby chicks 
that will help to support a struggling household in Zimbabwe. 

It’s one of many unique gifts that lets you touch someone in your own life, and make a 
lasting difference for people affected by conflict and disaster around the world.  

Thank you to everyone who bought a Gift for Peace for Mother’s Day, Easter and Christmas. 
We hope your loved ones enjoyed their beautiful cards and reading about the life-changing programs 
their gifts made possible.

Find your meaningful gift at www.actforpeace.org.au/gifts

Gift some chicks!

Choose a gift
Your loved one receives 

a card and magnet
Their gift makes

a lasting difference
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Martina is an Australian mum of one. Her son Liam 
has just turned 12. They live a healthy, happy life 
in Melbourne, surrounded by a loving family, good 
friends and supportive colleagues.

Assala is also a mother of one. Assala, her husband 
and their son live in a tent in Jordan.  They are 
refugees from Syria, and have endured the worsening 
conditions of the camps for the past six years, since 
bombing and violence forced them from their home. 

Most days, Martina looked at the news and despaired. 
Syria was in the throes of a war, and the world was 
witnessing a refugee crisis that seemed so far away, 
so tragic and so hard to solve.

“I could see a time in the near future when the empathy 
bar would be so low it would become ‘normal’ to not feel 
anything [when hearing stories about the suffering of 
refugees],” said Martina.  “I felt angry, ashamed, sick to 
my stomach, frustrated and helpless.”

Then Martina came across the Act for Peace Ration 

Challenge, which is inspiring a growing community 

of Australians to come together and stand up for 

refugees. This was what she’d been looking for, this 

was  her opportunity to do something meaningful 

to help. 

By eating the exact same rations that a Syrian 

refugee living in a camp in Jordan receives during 

Refugee Week in June – just a small amount of rice, 

flour, lentils, chickpeas, beans, fish and oil – and 

geting sponsored to do it, Martina raised money and 

awareness for people who have left their families, 

their homes and their lives behind in search of 

safety. She joined over 12, 000 other passionate 

people taking the Ration Challeneg. 

Special delivery  

your action, your impact

Your messages of hope brought comfort to Syrian refugees in Jordan.

Martina and Liam’s 
message to Assala.
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Assala has now escaped the terrifying violence in 
Syria but life in a refugee camp is tough. It is still 
a daily struggle to get by. That’s why the ongoing 
support of our community here in Australia is so 
important. 

“I feel so happy that there are good people who help me, 
because this relieves some of the burden as they help me 
with things I can’t buy,” Assala said.

As well as providing urgently needed financial 
support, many of you also sent personal messages to 
families in Jordan, including Martina and Liam, who 
emailed their heartfelt message of solidarity.

“I wrote the message because I wanted people to 
realise that my family had not forgotten about them,” 
said Martina.  

When Act for Peace staff visited the refugee camps 
in Jordan recently, and delivered Martina’s message 
in person to Assala, she was moved to tears. 

“I feel emotionally comforted and supported. I want to 
thank them for all they are doing to help and support us,” 
Assala said. 

For the Syrian men, women and children who’ve lost 
everything, your generous gifts mean more than just 
having enough food to eat. For them, your support 
is a message of hope, showing them that there are 
people on the other side of the world who still care 
about them.

Thank you for everything you are doing to support our 
Syrian brothers and sisters during this time of need. 

In May, we wrote to you about Lilia, one 

of thousands of Syrian mothers living in 

Jordan, fighting to make every last grain of 

rice stretch to feed her hungry children. You 

responsed generously to this urgent call and 

together raised an incredible $196,000, with 

more coming in each day. These vital funds 

are already working to provide Lilia, and  

mothers like her’s, with food rations, medical 

care and education. Thank you! 

“I want to thank the people in Australia, and wish 
them long lives, for doing all they could do for 
us.”

Lilia smiles with her son in their tent in Jordan. 
Life as a refugee is hard, but thanks to your 
gifts, Lilia, and other families like hers, are 
receiving food rations, medical care and other 
kinds of vital support.

Visit the website to see a special video of your messages being delivered to Syrian 
families www.actforpeace.org.au/Special-delivery

Mitchel Loveday/Act for Peace

Karen McGrath/Act for Peace
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issues spotlight  

As Christians, it’s our responsibility to 
care for the vulnerable, both at home 
and on foreign shores.

In May, the Australian Government presented the 
Federal Budget. There were some positive outcomes for 
Australians, however it’s deeply concerning that the 
government has frozen its foreign aid budget, effectively 
turning its back on people in need around the world.

In real terms, the freeze in aid means a cut of $141.1 
million over the next four years. That’s a lot less money 
for programs that are helping people to overcome the 
impact of conflict and disaster, and build a better life. 

This budget lacks vision for a fairer world, and sadly, 
these cuts will have a devastating impact on people in 
some of the world’s poorest communities.  

It means that around the world, effective long-term 
aid programs will be cut back.  It means fewer children 
will be able to go to school; and vulnerable families will 
struggle even more to get food and basic medical care. 

Without increased funding for humanitarian 
emergencies, it will be harder to respond fast to give 
people what they need most to survive when an 
emergency occurs.

As a voter, I am deeply concerned that our leaders 
aren’t keeping pace with our global promises. Australia 
committed to help meet the Sustainable Development 
Goals and we must hold our leaders to account for 
contributing less than was promised. 

Together with our supporters, Act for Peace will continue 
to provide effective support to our partners in their work 
to achieve safety, justice and dignity for communities 

BY JANET COUSENS 
Act for Peace’s  
Executive Director 

threatened by conflict and disaster, and we will continue 
to see positive change. 

However, many of our programs are also supported by 
Australian Aid, our foreign aid program provided by our 
Government. 

The continued attack on Australian Aid is at odds 
with our Christian commitment to consider those less 
fortunate than ourselves, to show mercy and right 
injustice. We believe it’s a shirking of our responsibility 
as Australians to support our poorest neighbours and 
build opportunity across the region. 

Australian Aid is a small amount of our national 
budget, but it says so much about the type of nation 
that we are.  

By cutting Aid, Australia is cutting or reducing programs 
that change lives around the world. Effective, long-term 
programs like those that you support through your gifts 
to Act for Peace.

They are programs that bring water and shelter to 
communities after a disaster; that ensure refugees have 
enough to feed their families; and that equip people with 
the skills and knowledge they need to take control of 
their lives.

Education is the most powerful tool 

we have to help communities to support 

themselves. Your gifts, togeher with 

Australian aid, mean children in rural
 

Pakistan, like Zarina, have access to 

quality education and a brighter futur
e. 

make Australia
generous again
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In the coming months, Australia’s major parties will 
meet to decide their aid election commitments. This 
is our chance to send a clear message that Australians 
want leadership on aid - but we must work together.  
Email your MP and ask them to show leadership on 
Australian aid this election.  To email your MP  go to:  
 
www.actforpeace.org.au/aid

Together with
 your generou

s gifts, Austr
alian 

Aid helps to 
ensure vulner

able children
 

in Gaza, like
 Asem, can acc

ess free medic
al 

care.  Without
 this vital se

rvice, Asem wo
uld 

not have been
 diagnosed wi

th, and treat
ed 

for, anaemia, 
a condition c

ommon among G
aza’s 

malnourished 
children.

In global rankings of foreig
n aid, Australia 

continues to fall further behind other 

wealthy nations.  The latest O
ECD report shows 

Australia has dropped from 
17th to 19th in 

terms of relative generosity. As a wealthy 

country, we can support both
 a more generous 

aid program and our own citiz
ens.

How does Australia’s foreign 

aid budget stack up globally?

Australian Aid helps to make the world better for all of 

us. Last year alone, it helped over one million children 

enrol in school. 

By improving access to education and healthcare, 

Australian Aid has played a big role in halving the 

number of people living in extreme poverty over the last 

two decades. 

We should be very proud of these achievements, and 

deeply worried that our leaders are lessening the positive 

impact that we’re able to have in building opportunity 

for all. 

Australia is one of the richest countries in the world, yet 

our aid budget remains stuck at its lowest ever level. As 

a country that believes in a fair go, we can do better than 

taking from the world’s poorest to fund tax breaks for 

multinational corporations.

As Christians and Australians, we must speak up for aid, 

and a future where all of us have the chance to live with 

safety, justice and dignity.

Source: Development Policy Centre (Devpolicy), 2018Official development assistance (ODA) as a percentage of a country’s 

Gross National Income (GNI).
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“I believe I should take action in a small way to heal division and mend 
the broken world, and not to despair that problems are so great that 
they are insoluble.” 

Jocelyn from Sydney has chosen to leave a gift in he Will to 
ensure the continuation of her support for the work of the 
Christmas Bowl beyond her lifetime. 

Throughout our lives, many of us have remembered our brothers and sisters in urgent 
need around the world by placing a gift in the Christmas Bowl on our dinner tables. 
It’s an important demonstration of our Christian concern, and our unity in Christ. 

You can continue to remember our brothers and sisters in need long into the future 
by including a gift to the Christmas Bowl in your Will. Your gift will be a symbol of 
our enduring Christian unity, sharing the love of God through practical action for 
years to come. 

If the time is right for you to consider leaving a gift in your Will, please contact Andy 
Corkill at acorkill@actforpeace.org.au or call him on 02 8259 0833. Andy would be 
delighted to talk to you confidentially about continuing your support. 

Produced by Act for Peace, Locked Bag Q199, QUEEN VICTORIA BUILDING, NSW 1230

FREECALL  1800 025 101   EMAIL  info@actforpeace.org.au   web  actforpeace.org.au

  Facebook.com/actforpeace      @actforpeace

Act for Peace gratefully acknowledges the 
support of the Australian Government.

Amena, a Syrian refugee living in 
Jordan, proudly holds one of her 
herb plants. She’s been able to grow 
extra food to supplement her family’s 
rations, thanks to the seeds and tools 
she’s received with your support. 

Remember a brother or sister 
in need in your Will
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