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By remembering the Christmas Bowl in your Will, 
you’ll help to ensure the continuation of the work 
that the Christmas Bowl began in 1948, standing 
alongside survivors of conflict and disaster and 
building a brighter future.

Your bequest will be testament to your lasting 
commitment to a safer, more dignified and just world.

Leave a 
Lasting Legacy

To find out how to include the Christmas Bowl 
in your Will please call Claire on 1800 025 101 
or visit www.actforpeace.org.au/bequests 

• Responding fast to emergencies, saving lives  
in areas affected by conflict and disaster

• Supporting long-term sustainable development 
programs that build resilience and self-reliance  
in vulnerable communities

• Supporting advocacy to tackle the root causes of 
poverty and injustice to bring about lasting change

With every gift,  

small or large,  
you are:

“Thank you to the Australian community. You know what we suffer, you care for what we feel.  Thank you.”  
- Fatima 

“As a long-time contributor 
to the Christmas Bowl, I have 
left a gift in my Will so this 
support will continue.” 

Margery Heard, Box Hill, Victoria
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• 8,000 passionate people 
sign up to take part

• Over $2 million raised

• Enough to feed over 7,000 
refugees for a year

• 36,000 friends, family 
members and colleagues 
sponsored those  
taking part

During Refugee Week, June 19-25, over 8,000 
courageous people signed up to eat the exact same 
food rations that Syrian refugees living in camps in 
Jordan receive. By surviving on just a small amount 
of rice, beans, lentils, fish, oil and flour for an entire 
week, participants raised funds to provide Syrian 
refugees with urgently needed food, medicine and 
other kinds of support they need to survive.

To learn more about taking the Ration Challenge  
in 2017 visit: actforpeace.org.au/rationchallenge

You’ll be joining a community of compassionate people 
standing up for refugees and telling them that we care! 

By putting themselves in the shoes 
of refugees, these courageous people 
raised over $2 million, which is now 
helping to deliver desperately needed 
food rations to families who were 
going hungry, provide councelling 
services for people traumatised by the 
war and give Syrian refugee children 
the chance of an education and a safe 
environment to learn and play.

The response was so incredible, our 
partner on the ground was able to 
distribute extra food rations right 
away, and a few weeks ago I travelled 
back to Jordan to see the difference 
the funds are making in the camps.  
I watched as volunteer staff placed 
packages of emergency food rations 
into the hands of families in need, 
and visited the children’s forums 
where Syrian refugee kids were 
making friends and participating in 
classroom activities, a glimmer of 
normality in their broken lives.

I got to meet Majdi and Fathi again, 
the twin boys who lost their dad 
when they fled Syria four years ago.  
Majdi and Fathi have been relying 
on food rations for almost half their 

life, but their strength and resilience 
was inspiring. Life in a refugee camp 
didn’t stop the boys from smiling 
and laughing as they told me what 
they wanted to be when they grew 
up. Fathi told me he’s going to be a 
dentist, “I want to help people smile”. 
His brother Majdi on the other hand, 
dreams of being a pilot “to help people 
get from place to place so that they can be 
with their families.”

It’s heartbreaking that children so 
young have already suffered through 
so much, but knowing that Majdi and 
Fahti are not going to bed hungry 
because of the determination of 
people back home makes me proud 
to be part of this growing Ration 
Challenge community. While we 
can’t ever truly imagine the physical, 
emotional, and psychological pain 
that refugees have gone through, 
we can act in solidarity with those 
who are struggling. Together, we are 
showing refugees we’re with them, 
not against them. 

Thank you to everyone who took part 
in the challenge. You are incredible!

Last November I travelled to Jordan see Act for Peace’s 
work with Syrian families living in urban refugee camps. 
These were mothers, fathers and small children who’d 
been living normal lives and then suddenly lost everything 
– their homes, belongings, people they love – and found 
themselves strangers in a foreign country, cold, hungry 
and alone.

I saw the terrible conditions they were now living in and 
their desperate need for food and medical care. But more 
than that, I felt the pain they were suffering as they 
described the horrors they had fled from. A family told 
me how they’d run from their house in the night as bombs 
flew towards them, a woman explained how she’d lost her 

 not against them

Showing refugees 
we’re with them,

Your action, your impact

This is a story about hope. A story about 
determination. And a story about how one small 
idea grew into a movement for change.

sister and unborn child and two young boys, Fathi and 
Majdi, described how they had lost their dad. I was deeply 
saddened to see families who had already suffered so much 
living in such desperate conditions.

But despite all that I saw, I still had hope.

I had hope because I knew there was a growing community 
of people back in Australia who were willing to stand 
up and show Syrian refugees living in Jordan, and other 
displaced people around the globe, that there are people in 
this world who still care about them – by taking the Act for 
Peace Ration Challenge. Last June, 1,600 people challenged 
themselves to eat the same rations as a Burmese refugee 
during Refugee Week and get sponsored to do it. Together 
we raised $456,000. This June, responding to the desperate 
situation faced by Syrian refugees, over 8,000 people signed 
up to take the Ration Challenge, this time eating the same 
rations as a Syrian refugee living in Jordan. 

bringing hope and comfort to refugees in jordan

A refugee receives u
rgently needed food

 rations 

at the camp distribu
tion in June, made p

ossible 

by your support and
 determination. 

Rations
 for a 

family 
of 

six for
 an ent

ire mon
th. 

The ingredients  
of change

You’re helping to support chi
ldren’s 

forums, where boys and girls 
can 

learn, mix with other childre
n and 

build their confidence. 
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Fatima and her two boys, Fathi and Maj
di, were forced 

to flee the violence in Syria four year
s ago. They 

were touched when I told them that the
re are people 

in Australia who cared about them, “Th
ank you to the 

Australian community for eating the sa
me as us. You 

really are people with great souls”.
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By eating the same 
food 

rations as those dis
tributed 

in the camps in Jord
an, people 

back home gain a gli
mpse into 

one of the daily str
uggles 

faced by refugees. 

Images top from left: Jackson Gallagher/Act for Peace; Ben Littlejohn/Act for Peace 

Karen McGrath/Act for Peace
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Act for Peace staff member an
d 

Cofounder of the Ration Chall
enge
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“Too often we talk about the 
differences between people in these 
situations. I'm of the school that 
believes we need to underscore the 
similarities and humanity in all of us.”

A prep school teacher from Adelaide, Beau-
Daniel Robertson saw the Ration Challenge 
as an opportunity to “bring an important 
issue directly to the minds and experiences of  
my students”.

Churches across Australia also took part in the 
Ration Challenge by coming together to share a 
meal of refugee rations. Avril, a minister at the 
Williamstown Uniting Church, fundraised by 
organising a refugee dinner for her congregation, 
so that others might gain a glimpse into the difficult 
situation facing refugees.

“I feel extremely grateful that I have the chance to hold 
a refugee dinner at Williamstown Uniting Church and 
to participate in the Ration Challenge. This reminds me 
and my community of how incredibly lucky we are to 
live in a country with an abundance of food and clean 
drinking water.”

Product:

Expiry date:

Weight redeemable:

rice
FOOD COUPON

1.5 kg

01.08.16

No. 27658

Your gifts have enabled 

Rasha’s family to finally 

receive urgently needed food 

rations. “I am very grateful….

Thank you for trying to feel 

how we feel and for trying  

to be with us.”

Your action, your impact

Meet the fundraisers 

make it all happen 
that helped 
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Reaching families like Rasha’s 
with parcels of hope

“As an opportunity to help, to show 
compassion, to ignite change. This crisis 
is horrific. Sadly Syrian refugees are 
not the first - but with awareness - 
maybe we can drive a positive change for 
those affected by circumstances beyond 
their control.” 

Alex, Waverly NSW

“For me, I'm so stunned and appalled 

at the actions of the policy makers 

of this country that no matter what 

happens in the world, we must remember 

that each human is one of us.”

Sarita, Alkimos WA

“To share an experience with 
other 

humans, humans that through 
war have no 

choices. No choice for food, sa
fety, where 

they can live. For me it's abo
ut raising 

awareness for my family and f
riends. That 

every day, we are so incredib
ly lucky.”

Michelle, Whitfield QLD 

Michelle

sarita

alex

For Beau, bringing the Ration Challenge into the 
classroom was an opportunity to talk to his students 
about the issues facing refugees. He hopes that it’s 
an experience “…they remember for years to come and, 
hopefully, helps shape empathetic minds to know they can 
take action to make a difference.”

Thank you for sharing the Ration Challenge with your 
students and your community Beau!

In May, we wrote to you about Rasha. She fled to Jordan with 
her five young children to escape the escalating violence. 
They heard bombs fall around them as they desperately tried 
to reach the border, terrified they might not make it. Once in 
Jordan, a shortage of funds meant Rasha and her family went 
without rations for seven months, just scraping by to survive.

But thanks to your amazing response to the appeal, we have 
now been able to deliver urgently needed food to Rasha and 
her family. Your generous gifts are making a huge difference 
to the lives of Syrian refugees living in Jordan. You’ve shown 
Rasha and her family that they’re not alone and you’ve helped 
give them hope. Thank you!

Beau at home with his ration 
pack.

When we first met Rasha, her 
family was 

suffering extreme hunger and
 they hadn’t 

received a ration pack for 7 m
onths. 

I took the Ration Challenge...

Reverend Avril Hannah-Jones,
 who 

hosted a refugee meal at her 
church.

Ben Littlejohn/Act for Peace

Be
n 

Li
ttl

ej
oh

n/
A

ct
 fo

r P
ea

ce

D
am

ja
n 

Ja
ne

vs
ki

/S
ta

r W
ee

kl
y



Your action, your impact The changes I saw  
were truly remarkable 
In February, I returned to Akula to see the difference 
your gifts to the Christmas Bowl have made to the lives 
of refugees - and I was amazed at the transformation in 
the camp. You helped to fix the broken water pump, so 
families have better access to clean, safe drinking water.  
84 emergency latrines with handwashing facilities have 
been built. Thankfully, no one is forced to go to the toilet 
outside anymore. And families have been given soap 
so they can wash their hands properly after using the 
bathroom. Importantly, your gifts have helped to train 
local hygiene promoters, who are refugees themselves. 
They will continue to teach others in their community 
how best to keep their families clean and healthy for 
years to come.

Many of the refugee families living in Akula fled from 
terrible conflict and violence, and sought safety so their 
children can grow up happy, healthy and strong. Thanks 
to you, and these simple but life-saving solutions, the 
camp is a cleaner, safer place to live. Now that Hepatitis E 
is no longer a threat, families in Akula can focus on other 
things, like sending their kids to school. Through the 
Christmas Bowl appeal, you’ve helped these vulnerable 
families regain their health and dignity, and keep the 
smiles on their children’s faces as they begin the process 
of rebuilding their lives. Thank you! 

When I first travelled to Akula 
camp in Ethiopia’s Gambella 
Region, I was shocked at 
the conditions people were 
forced to live in. There were 
no toilets, so people were 
forced to go to the toilet in 
the open. The main water 
pump was broken and there 
were flies everywhere. 

For refugees who survived 
South Sudan’s terrible war 
and braved the trek to 
Ethiopia in search of safety, 
the camp should not only 
be a place they can live 
without fear from violence, 
but somewhere they can 
live in dignity. Tragically, 
it wasn’t. Parents in Akula 
tried everything to keep 
their children clean and 
healthy, but until recently 
they had no way to get soap 
and the water in the local 

pond was contaminated. 
Because of these terrible 
conditions, people were 
dying from Hepatitis E, an 
easily preventable disease. 
It made me angry and upset.

We knew the solution was 
simple – clean water, soap 
and toilets - but making sure 
refugees had access to these 
things would not have been 
possible without the kind 
support of compassionate 
people just like you. Last year, 
you came together through 
the Christmas Bowl appeal 
and raised a record-breaking 
$2.6 million to help bring 
these life-saving items to 
refugees in great need. It was 
a true outpouring of love and 
compassion, and thanks to 
your kind support, the Akula 
camp is now officially clear of 
Hepatitis E.

Training hygiene  
promoters

Your gifts trained local refugees as 
community leaders in hygiene and 
sanitation, who in turn will train 
hundreds of other refugees in how best 
to keep their families safe from deadly 
diseases like Hepatitis E. 

Each family received soap  
to keep their hands clean and  
prevent disease.

Soap
You helped to bring clean water, soap and toilets 
to Akula. For refugees who have fled from terrible 
conflict and violence, this means a cleaner, safer 
place to live in dignity. 

How your gifts to the Christmas Bowl  
have helped to fight deadly diseases.

Saving lives  
in Akula

Sh
ar

on
 E

di
ng

to
n/

A
ct

 fo
r P

ea
ce

Here’s how you helped 

to stop deadly diseases 

in Akula...

You might remember John, the 
little boy we wrote to you about 
last December who was sick with 
Hepatitis E. When I first met John, 
his mother Tuksur didn’t know if 
he would make it. John’s family had 
already been through so much. They 
were forced out of their home in 
South Sudan by a terrible civil war 
and risked incredible hardship and 
danger to bring John over the border 
to Ethiopia, where he soon fell ill. 
I’m thrilled to be able to share with 
you the news that since conditions 
have improved in the camp, John 
is now healthy, and even enjoying 
playing football again! 

I visited Akula to see the di
fference 

your gifts to the Christmas B
owl have 

made. Thanks to your kind sup
port, there 

have been no more reported de
aths from 

Hepatitis E.
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Clean water can mean life or death 
for refugees living in a desert region 
like Gambella. You helped to clean the 
well and fix the main water pump in 
the camp, so people no longer have to 
queue for hours under the hot sun to 
get fresh water. 

Pump

You helped build 84 emergency toilets 
with handwashing facilities, making 
the camp safer and cleaner for refugees.

Emergency  
latrines

Since conditions have improved in  

the camp, John (left) is no longer sick 

with Hepatitis E.
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BY SHARON EDINGTON 

Act for Peace’s Africa  

Programs Coordinator.



you helped provide urgent

3,945 BARS OF SOAP to keep people safe and healthy

1,578 10L WATER CONTAINERS for families to store 
clean, safe drinking water

789 HEALTH AND HYGIENE KITS to help prevent the 
spread of diseases common after a disaster

You delivered life-saving essentials to families affected  
by Fiji’s strongest cyclone on record. 

Cyclone Winston 
afterrecovering life-saving assistance

including:

501 FOOD PACKS to families containing rice, split peas, 
tuna, sugar and biscuits

On Vanua Balavu, Fiji’s third largest 

island, more than 70% of houses were 

partially or completely destryoed. 

Roofs were blown off, kitchens 

and bathrooms damged, and walls 

disappeared completely. 

“It was terrible, one of a kind. I could say I’ve never 
experienced something so devastating. Broken glass 
[flying] and the sound of rushing wind, all this 
corrugated iron... it was just a mixture of feelings 
going through [my head]. It was like in a movie, in a 
horror movie.”

Fijian communities torn apart by Cyclone 
Winston will never forget the few hours it took 
for them to lose everything. The devastating 
storm that left 42 people dead and tens of 
thousands homeless was the strongest ever 
recorded in the Southern Hemisphere.

“When the hurricane hit we just saved what we could 
– clothes on our backs, and a little bit of food here and 
there and just ran off for safety”. Though his house 
was completely destroyed, John thanks God that he 
and his family escaped unharmed, and prays for 
those who weren’t as fortunate.

In the eye of the storm

Acting fast to deliver food, water 
and shelter to families in need

When Cyclone Winston swept through Fiji 
earlier this year, John and his family sheltered 
in a nearby hall as wild winds blew the roof off 
his house, tore through his neighbourhood and 
left hundreds of communities across the small 
island nation in ruins.

In the hours after the cyclone struck, John 
and other families like his were in desperate 
need of emergency assistance. You responded 
fast and gave over $100,000 to provide relief to 
families living in some of the worst affected 
areas. Thanks to your generous gifts, Act for 
Peace’s partner on the ground, ADRA, was able 
to quickly deliver urgently need food, water 

and shelter, reaching over 1,000 vulnerable 
families in the weeks immediately following 
the disaster.  The cyclone devastated crops 
and gardens, wiping out important food 
supplies for rural families; it also destroyed or 
damaged more than 30,000 houses. You helped 
emergency food rations reach those in most 
need, and deliver sanitation and hygiene kits to 
families who’d lost their home, enabling them 
to retain their health and dignity while they 
recovered from this horrific event. 

For John, your support meant his family was 
able to stay safe and healthy after the storm. 
John knows that his community is strong and 
resilient, and though his house was completely 
destroyed, he’s optimistic that with the right 
materials and manpower, they can begin work 
on rebuilding what was lost.

You helped deli
ver emergency a

ssistance, 

including food
 packs, soap an

d hygiene 

kits, to thousa
nds of people i

n Fiji in  

the weeks follo
wing the disast

er.

Keeping optimistic
John said life after the cyclone was 
challenging but he’s optimistic that 
his community will recover from 
the disaster. Though his home was 
destroyed, he is thankful that his 
family stayed safe and his mood 
remains upbeat, “At least I have free  
air conditioning now”, he said.
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Supporting Sri Lankan 
refugees to return home 
after 26 years of civil war.

Tens of thousands of Sri Lankan 
refugees living in temporary 
refugee camps in India face an 
uncertain future. Though the Sri 
Lankan civil war ended seven years 
ago, most have not returned home. 

While the Indian government 
provides basic services, such as 
shelter and access to schools and 
hospitals, refugees still struggle 
to survive. Many feel their lives 
were stolen and have lost hope.  
Thousands long to go back home, 
but have real concerns about their 
ability to survive once there. After 
more than 20 years in exile, Sri 
Lanka is like a foreign land. 

Act for Peace staff member James 
Thomson has been working on a 
long-term solution to help refugees 
in India find answers to questions 
they have about what life will be 
like back in Sri Lanka, and how to 
overcome the obstacles they will 
face on their journey home.

on the

 track 

right

Restricted in their movements

Limited in their work and ways  
to earn a living

Unable to own property 

Cramped together in poor 
conditions with little privacy

Move freely

Open bank accounts  
and businesses

Buy housing, land and property

Send their children  
to school

Vote for their leaders 

Barriers to return 

On the right track 
By collectively mapping out each 
step of the way, their journey 
home seems far less daunting. The 
railway exercise is not only a way 
for refugees to leave the limitations 
of life in the camps behind, but 
is designed to help people take 
control of their future. James is 
proud of the results, “The most 
rewarding thing to see is that people 
suddenly see they have a future and 
start spontaneously helping each other 
to properly prepare. It’s hope in action 
and that’s a powerful motivator!”

Sri Lankan Tamils began fleeing 
to India in 1983 when civil war 
erupted between the Sri Lankan 
government and the Liberation 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam. The conflict 
is now ended, but ethnic tensions 
still simmer in the background and 
refugees worry about their safety 
and security back home. On top of 
that, people can’t be sure whether 
their house is still standing and 
what opportunities exist for them 
to make a living and support their 
family. Some aren’t in possession 
of the documentation needed to 
return; and others have children, 
many adults themselves, who 
know little of life back in Sri Lanka. 

Without support, these barriers 
can feel overwhelming and 
impossible to overcome. A simple 
thing like obtaining citizenship 
documents isn’t easy when you’re 
trapped in a camp, unable to prove 
your identity. That’s why James 
has been working tirelessly with 
our local partner – a refugee-run 
organisation – to help refugees 

help themselves. One innovative 
solution is the Reintegration 
Railway. It supports refugees to 
find answers to the questions they 
have about access to housing, jobs 
and education back in Sri Lanka. 

In a workshop run by refugees 
themselves, people map out the 
obstacles on a ‘railway track’, 
with each sleeper representing an 
action they’ll need to take to get 
home. Together, refugees discuss 
each step they’ll need to take, such 
as arranging temporary shelter, 
finding work and applying for a 
loan, as well as the opportunities 
that lie ahead if they go back. 

Training helps refugees weigh-up the risks  
and make more informed decisions.

James is working closely with 
Sri Lankan refugees in India 
to help them overcome the 
uncertainties that stop many 
from returning home. 

By taking part in the workshop and ma
pping out 

each stage of their journey home, refug
ees feel 

far less overwhelmed by obstacles in th
eir way 

and return no longer seems impossible.

In Sri Lanka people can:

Janet Cousens/Act for Peace
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People trapped  
in the camps are: 

BY JAMES THOMSON 

Act for Peace’s Associate Dire
ctor of Policy and Advocacy. 

James has been leading advoca
cy efforts to find a solution

 

for the 100,000 Sri Lankan re
fugees living in India.
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Under new legislation 

introduced in 2015, doctors, 

nurses, councillors and 

teachers can face criminal 

charges of UP TO TWO YEARS  

IN PRISON for speaking 

out about conditions in 

Australia’s onshore or 

offshore processing centres, 

including for reporting human 

rights abuses such as rape.

Doctors silenced  
by Border Force Act

Earlier this year, you joined 
individuals, churches and campaign 
organisations in a nation-wide 
campaign to protest the return 
of 267 asylum seekers, including 
37 babies, to offshore detention. 
We called for compassion and 
decency and demanded that the 
Turnbull Government Let Them 
Stay. The movement, which began 
in February, grew into a ubiquitous 
force for change and at the time of 
writing, thanks to your passionate 
actions, none of the 267 asylum 
seekers have yet been sent back to 
the harsh conditions on Nauru and 
Manus Island.

The power of people in the fight for refugee rights.

Thousands took to the streets to demand the 
government Let Them Stay. The success of the 
campaign shows the power of collective action 
on government decision-making.

Putting their faith into action, 120 churches from nine 
denominations courageously stood in solidarity with 
asylum seekers by invoking the ancient principle of 
sanctuary. Organised by the Australian Churches Refugee 
Taskforce (ACRT), an Act for Peace initiative, hundreds of 
people underwent training to learn how to offer protection 
from civil authorities to any asylum seeker who could 
make it onto church grounds. The training focused on 
non-violent anti-deportation measures. Misha Coleman 
from the ACRT said, “We are not here to get arrested. We’re 
here today to demonstrate what respect looks like. This is about a 
respectful way to challenge the current policy framework”. 

The concept of sanctuary dates back to the Old Testament. 
Historically, churches could give sanctuary to people 
seeking refuge from brutal and oppressive forces, although 
the legality of sanctuary has never been tested under 
Australian law. Church leaders and representatives, who 
formed the backbone of the movement, knowingly risked 
jail time to prevent refugees from being deported. Their 
defiant act shows the strength of their resolve to uphold 
the Christian commitment to love one’s neighbour, and 
offer refuge and care to those who are marginalised and 
in exile. 

The sanctuary movement was founded by the Australian 
Churches Refugee Taskforce, which has also been heavily 
involved in lobbying politicians to allow these asylum 
seekers to stay in Australia.  

Offering sanctuary has been a hugely significant action for 
Australian churches to take, and the Christian community 
demonstrated strength and leadership throughout this 
remarkable campaign. Together we made our voices 
heard, and the government was forced to listen. So far 
your passionate voices have forced the government to Let 
Them Stay.

A new documentary by Australian filmmaker 
Eva Orner, Chasing Asylum, shows the human 
cost of Australia's offshore detention regime. 
Featuring never before seen footage inside 
the camps, testimonies from whistle blowers 
who worked on the islands and interviews 
with detainees themselves, Orner’s film helps 
to lift the veil of secrecy around Australia’s 
offshore processing. Watch the film and take 
action by hosting a screening of this important 
documentary in your community.

Host a screening of Chasing Asylum  
in your local area.

sanctuary for asylum seekers

For more information visit:  

www.chasingasylum.com.au

An impassioned crowd of more than 4,000 gather 
outside Sydney Town Hall. Speakers included 
Reverend Elenie Poulos, National Director of 
Uniting Justice and Clover Moore, Mayor of Sydney. 

The Anglican Dean of Brisbane, Dr Peter Catt risks 

possible charges by opening the doors to asylum seekers. 

“We feel so desperate that we need to do something 

desperate. This fundamentally goes against our faith, 

so our church community is compelled to act, despite 

the possibility of individual penalty against us.” 

the word...
Help spread

Many were outraged at the pl
anned 

deportation of 91 babies and 
children 

to Nauru. Even short term det
ention 

has been shown to have a neg
ative 

impact on children.

The wave of collective action taken 
under the Let Them Stay banner 
reflects the growing indignation 
people in Australia feel about 
successive governments’ hard-line 
refugee policies. We’re angry about 
the repeated reports of human 
rights violations in the two offshore 

processing centres, including the 
sexual assault of children and the 
rape of women and men. The United 
Nations says Australia’s immigration 
policy “contravenes the letter and spirit 
of international human rights law”. 
And in April, the Papua New Guinea 
Supreme Court ruled Australia’s 
detention of asylum seekers on 
Manus illegal. The Court ordered the 
PNG and Australian governments 
to immediately cease the illegal 
and unconstitutional detention of 
asylum seekers on Manus. Despite 
this, steps are currently being taken 
to circumvent the decision, and 
the fate of the 900 men held there 
remains uncertain.

The planned deportation of 267 
asylum seekers back to Nauru in 
February became a catalyst for 
national action. Thousands of 
people across the country added 
their voices to the Let them Stay 
campaign in the form of rallies, 
vigils, demonstrations and social 
media sharing.

A violation of human rights

to asylum seekers
Churches offer sanctuary
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We can change the world 
and make it a better place. 
It is in your hands to make 
a difference.” 
Nelson Mandela
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