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The international aid agency of the  
National Council of Churches in Australia  

ABN  86 619 970 188

Helping Hungry 
families in Zimbabwe:  
Your generous gifts are saving lives during 
the pandemic  

Ground Zero Heroes:  
Supporting families devastated  
by the Beirut blast

Showing refugees we’re 
#inthistogether:   
Ration Challenge participants raise millions 
for Syrian families in Jordan 

Restoring Hope for girls 
in Afghanistan:  
Your gifts through the Christmas Bowl help poor 
children overcome barriers to education 

Standing with 
vulnerable nations 
during Covid-19:  
Empowering Pacific communities through the 
#EndCovidforAll campaign



BEIRUT BLAST 
On 4 August, more than 2,700 tonnes 

of ammonium nitrate housed in a 

warehouse at the Beirut port detonated; 

killing more than 200 people, injuring 

6,500, and leaving 300,000 people 

homeless. Thanks to your generous 

gifts, our partner organisation, the 

Department of Service to Palestinian 

Refugees (DSPR), delivered life-saving 

support to the worst affected families.

The Beirut blast, which was the largest 
non-nuclear explosion in history, could not 
have happened to the people of Lebanon at 
a worse time.

Families were already experiencing the 
impacts of a country facing economic 
collapse, with joblessness and inflation 
making it hard to put food on the table. 
Then, the disaster wiped out 80% of the 
nation’s wheat supply and destroyed 
countless small, family owned businesses 
in the city of Beirut.     

Front cover: A mother in Zimbabwe receives urgently needed food rations to help 
her family at a time when COVID-19, drought and economic crisis have pushed 
millions into food insecurity. 

The Beirut blast left hundreds of thousands of 

people without homes, food, water and work at a 

time when Lebanon was responding to the pandemic, 

and economic meltdown, without strong leadership.  
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Six major hospitals, many of which were 
overloaded with coronavirus cases, and 20 
clinics sustained structural damage from 
the explosion; leaving nurses and doctors 
treating infected and injured people on 
the streets.   

Beirut’s people pinned responsibility for the 
disaster on a weak and corrupt government. 
For days, angry residents took to the 
streets in protest, clashing with security 
forces and turning the city into a battle 
zone. In response to the turmoil, Lebanon’s 
recently elected prime minister and his 
entire cabinet resigned, meaning the blast’s 
survivors  were now facing one of their 
darkest hours without strong support from 
their leaders.   

GROUND ZERO HERoES
As the people of Lebanon struggled to deal 
with what was happening, our local partner 
DSPR stepped in to help.  With decades of 
experience working with Palestinian families 
in Lebanon that have fled conflict and 
persecution, they were well placed to help 
those affected by the crisis.

Thanks to your support, DSPR were able 
to focus on getting help to the elderly 
and those that had lost their home and 
belongings in the blast. 

They provided clean drinking water to 
families struggling without basic necessities.  
COVID-19 protective items like sanitiser, 
hygiene kits and household cleaning materials 
were distributed; helping families with the 
resources they need to stay safe during the 
pandemic. 

And a team of volunteers from Dbayeh 
Palestinian Refugee camp were brought 
together to clear rubble at the Beirut-port 
and in the surrounding neighbourhoods. 
By cleaning people’s homes, gyms, and the 
streets, these dedicated refugees provided 
emotional support to survivors and helped 
the community restore some sort of 
normalcy.   

Lebanon has given asylum to Palestinian 
families fleeing persecution by the state of 
Israel since 1948. Sylvia Hadded, the executive 
director of DSPR Lebanon, says that providing 
assistance at this time was a way of giving 
something back:       

“This is the time” Sylvia said, “to help a country 
which has hosted the Palestinian refugees for so 
many years and we intend to do whatever we can 
to show our gratitude”. 

Your generous gifts have given support and 
hope to families affected by the disaster, 
and Palestinian refugees a chance to 
support a country that has given them so 
much. Thank you.  

Your gifts helped our local partner in
 

Lebanon, DSPR, to mobilize a team of 

volunteers to clear rubble after the 

devastating Beirut blast.  
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Beirut’s major hospitals sustained stru
ctural 

damage from the Beirut Blast, leaving 
doctors 

and nurses treating sick and injured p
eople on 

the streets at a time when coronavirus
 cases 

were surging across the country. 
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We’re all being affected by COVID-19, 
but not equally. Vulnerable nations 
need our assistance more than ever 
and, by supporting the campaign 
to #EndCOVIDForAll, you asked our 
Government to give this vital support 
to our regional neighbours.

At the time of writing, the coronavirus has 
infected over ninety-seven million people, 
taken more than two million lives, crippled 
health systems in rich and poor nations, 
and devastated economies around the 
world; making it a defining challenge of our 
time. 

While Australia has been able to manage 
the crisis and support its people, too many 
of our neighbours around the world are 
ill-equipped to deal with a pandemic. In 
countries where many people are living 
in poverty, struggling to survive without 
jobs, food and water, and lacking the safety 
nets that we have in Australia, like social 
welfare, COVID-19 is still destroying lives 
and livelihoods.   

This virus is not over until it’s over for 
everyone. That’s why Act for Peace was 
part of the #EndCOVIDForAll campaign, 

which was launched in July by a coalition 
of churches and humanitarian agencies, 
including Micah Australia, World Vision 
and Uniting World, to raise a powerful voice 
for people in poor communities around the 
world.

Through this campaign, which was led 
by Micah and ACFID, supporters like you 
joined aid organisations, businesses, 
health organisations, churches from a 
variety of denominations, and high profile 
Australians, including Julia Gillard and 
Carrie Bickmore, to lobby the Australian 
government to help create a new normal 
that leaves no one behind.

Australians care about 
supporting our global 
neighbours through this crisis
Together with more than 25,000 
Australians, supporters like you signed 
the pledge to stand in solidarity with 
our regional neighbours. You also posted 
images to social media wearing facemasks, 
held events and wrote letters in your 
communities.

These combined actions helped to call 

SUPPORTING 
DEVELOPING 
NATIONS 
DURING THE 
PANDEMIC
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Janet Cousens, CEO of Act for Peace, po
sted a selfie 

on Facebook using an ‘End COVID for Al
l’ filter to 

express her belief that our vulnerable
, regional 

neighbours need our help now more tha
n ever.
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on the Australian Government to protect 
those who are most vulnerable to COVID-19 
and its impacts in low income countries, 
strengthen health systems and protect 
essential aid programs, and help kick-start 
economic recovery in the region to secure a 
bright future for all.

Your voices were heard. In October’s Federal 
Budget, amidst fears Australia’s aid budget 
would be drastically cut, the Australian 
Government announced that it boosted 
support to our global neighbours over the 
coming year by $305m.

This funding will provide lifesaving 
programs for our global neighbours, 
strengthen health systems in the Pacific 
and Southeast Asia, and provide economic 

support for the Pacific and Timor-Leste, and 
support refugees and others affected by 
conflict and disasters.

This welcome announcement included 
the $123m commitment made by the 
Federal Government in September to the 
COVAX Facility.

This will help developing countries gain 
more equitable access to a successful 
COVID-19 vaccine and give both Australia 
and our neighbours the best chance to 
#EndCOVIDForAll.

Thank you for standing in solidarity with 
vulnerable communities and helping to 
ensure that the most ill-equipped nations 
have the support they need to save lives. 

Thanks to your support of the 

#EndCOVIDForAll campaign, Vanuatu, th
e 

world’s most disaster prone country, is
 

receiving funding from the Australian
 

government to help them respond to th
e 

devastating impacts of the pandemic. 
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In recent months, Act for Peace 
supporters signed up to be a safety net 
for some of the most vulnerable families 
in Zimbabwe. By giving monthly gifts, 
people like you are helping struggling 
Zimbabweans to regularly access food 
and other essentials at a time when 
Zimbabwe’s government isn’t able to 
provide support. 

Pushed to the limit by crippling drought, 
lower than normal household incomes, and 
runaway inflation that put basic items beyond 
the reach of many, families in Zimbabwe 
were already fighting to survive before the 
outbreak. The pandemic then forced local 
markets to shut and disrupted the delivery 
of food aid people rely on to survive, leaving 
millions of food insecure people struggling to 
provide for their families. 

People like Lucia could not feed her four 
hungry children. In the rural village where 
she lives with her family, the pandemic has 
made it almost impossible to find work and 
access basic necessities like soap and food.

She said, “My children are losing weight because of 
hunger.” 

We’ve been pretty lucky here in Australia. 
With the help of government safety nets like 
JobKeeper, most families have weathered 
the pandemic and the economic downturn 
caused by lockdown. In Zimbabwe, families 
don’t have a government safety net.

But now, thanks to supporters like you, 
families with urgent needs are receiving help 

Helping Hungry families 
in Zimbabwe

$26 
monthly gift

FOOD  
VOUCHERS

FOOD for a  
family of two
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Your generous monthly gifts ensured that 

our partner in Zimbabwe, ZCC, supplied 

Lucia’s and other families in Zimbabwe with 

vouchers, which can be redeemed for food and 

other hard-to- find essential items, like 

soap, from food trucks close to their home.

HOW YOUR MONTHLY GIFTS ASSIST ZIMBabweAN FAMILIES 
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during this historic crisis.

“Today,“  Lucia continued, “I received a voucher 
and I managed to buy sugar, rice, cooking oil  and 
salt. This will help my family a lot because I did not 
have anything.”

Our local partner, Zimbabwe Council of 
Churches (ZCC), distributes your monthly 
gifts as food vouchers to some of the most 
vulnerable families; allowing people like 
Lucia to buy essentials like rice, cooking 
oil, beans, flour, sugar and salt from food 
trucks close to their home.

Through the food vouchers that your gifts 
make possible, struggling parents now 
have peace of mind, knowing that they 
have regular support, and the dignity that 
comes with being able to select the vital 
items they need.   

On behalf of our program partners, the 
families in Zimbabwe and the entire Act 
for Peace team, thank you.

To prevent the spread of COVID-19 at vital 

food distribution events, Zimbabwean families 

are encouraged to practice social distancing 

and wear face masks. 
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In many remote villages in Zimbabwe, 

COVID-19 has led to the closure of 

markets and the disruption of supply 

chains, making it almost impossible 

to access basic necessities. That’s why 

ZCC is bringing essentials to hungry 

families in a delivery truck.   

Find out more and be someone’s safety net here: https://www.actforpeace.org.au/
safetynet 
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Even though Christmas was different for many 
of us in this year of pandemic, Christians across 
Australia still remembered others less fortunate 
than themselves when 1300 churches spanning 
15 denominations came together to share God’s 
love with people in urgent need around the 
world.

As the world battles this pandemic, the 
legacy of Rev. Frank Byatt, the founder 
of the Christmas Bowl, has never been 
more important. Frank believed we have a 
responsibility to share what we have with 
others who need it. He saw it as a fundamental 
part of living out Jesus’ call to love our 
neighbours as ourselves.

That’s why, in 1949 he called his congregation to 
“get a bowl to put on your Christmas dinner table as a 
Bowl of Remembrance and see if you can get everybody 
round the table to make a generous gift so that you can 
share your good dinner with hungry children in other 
lands.”

That first Christmas Bowl appeal back in 1949 
raised £1,808 to support war ravaged refugees in 
Europe. No small sum for a congregation at the 
time. 

More than 70 years on from the first Christmas 
Bowl, Australian households and churches 
across denominations continue to follow Frank’s 
example; responding as a community of caring 
Christians to the most urgent crises of the day. 

This year, we’re helping to provide food, medical 
care and vital support to families during 
COVID-19 in Jordan, Sri Lanka, Zimbabwe, and 
Afghanistan.

In war torn Afghanistan, COVID-19 is dashing 
the hopes of girls to go to school and escape the 
oppression they were born into.

Ten-year-old Jaleela wants to be a doctor 
when she grows up, but has had to overcome 
resistance from her community to get to school. 

Now the pandemic is making it even harder for 
girls like her to learn and realise their dreams.

As families have come under greater financial 
strain, more girls are being forced to work, 
to care for their households, or into early 
marriages. And with many poor families 
struggling to pay for rent and food, there’s less 
money for books, pens, and the items kids need 
to learn.  

That’s why Act for Peace’s local partner, 
Community World Service Asia (CWSA) is 
distributing self-learning packages to children, 
advocating for girls’ education, and equipping 
disadvantaged students with school kits 
containing bags, books and pens. 

Your gifts through the Christmas Bowl are 
helping people living in communities threatened 
by conflict and natural disaster; equipping them 
with the resources, skills and support they need 
right now.  Thank you.

Restoring Hope through 
the Christmas Bowl
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Thanks to your support, girls in Afghanistan, 
like ten-year-old Jaleela, are able to attend 
school and receive an education.
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Your Action, Your Impact
For decades, Australian churches across denominations have been instrumental 

in responding to some of the most urgent crises of our time. Thank you for joining 
with us once again, as we share God’s love through the Christmas Bowl.

“The Christmas bowl is so important.  I think it’s one of the most transparent, reliable 
ways of helping people overseas. It’s a privilege when we’ve got to the end of each year 
and we’ve still got a roof over our heads, a job, and family and friends. God has been so 
good to us. Thank you Act for Peace for reminding us of such an important ministry, one 
of the most important ministries we can do. The Christmas bowl, I highly commend it to 
you.” – Rev. Ken Day, St James Church, NSW

“During this past year, we have had to change the way we meet as a community. We 
have met online, outdoors, and thankfully back in our beautiful church in Palmerston. 
Whilst this past year has not gone as we had planned, we will still be continuing our 
tradition of supporting the Christmas Bowl to help families who are living in poverty.”  
- Pr Richard Telfer, Palmerston Uniting Church, NT

“It’s too easy to say that our neighbour is simply the person beside you; our neighbour 
is everybody in the world who is need of justice or hope. People who are hungry for 
righteousness and bread are looking for justice for all those people who now hunger for 
hope and for food. And Christmas Bowl is reminding us about those people most in need, 
and we’re thankful for an inspiration to generosity and hospitality, to welcome and to 
care.” - Rev. Simon Hansford. Moderator of the Synod of New South Wales and the Australian 
Capital Territory in the Uniting Church in Australia   

“Australian communities faced a lot in 2020: drought, fire, floods, a pandemic, and 
an economic crisis.  Though all of us have been affected, our congregation here at St 
Cuthbert’s Anglican Church in Darlington WA feels that we are truly blessed to be living 
in Australia, and to be safe from this virus. This year, we’re joining other churches 
around Australia giving through the Christmas Bowl, so that some of the world’s most 
vulnerable communities have the help they need right now.” – Fr. Chris Bedding, Rector of 
Darlington-Bellevue Anglican church, WA.

“At Launceston North Uniting Church, we’ve been supporting the Christmas Bowl for 
many years, and this year it’s more important than ever to help people facing conflict and 
persecution. Loving, and sharing what we have with others is at the centre of our faith; 
and whilst we are placed within a community of great need in the northern suburbs of 
Launceston, we are aware that compared to many places around the world, our community 
is still relatively well off. As we see everything going on around the world - the virus, the 
economic downturn, and the wars that are waging through it all – giving to the Christmas 
Bowl is simply the right thing to do.” - Rev. Caro Field, Launceston North Uniting Church, Tas.

“Like everyone else, our church has been through a lot this year - for 35 weeks our 
main Sunday service was on Zoom. We are now beginning to gather again in person, 
just in time for Advent and Christmas. Our parish has a long history of supporting the 
Christmas Bowl Appeal, and this year in particular it reminds us that for many in our 
world, COVID-19 has added further complexity to already existing needs and challenges. 
Much of our lives have been more local this year, but the Christmas Bowl Appeal invites 
us to love our neighbours, wherever in the world they may be.” - Rev. Chris Lancaster,  
Anglican Parish of Altona/Laverton, Vic

9SUMMER 2021



Here’s how you’re helping Syrian refugees 
in Jordan through the pandemic and the 
economic impact of lockdown.

Since the last edition of The Link, Jordan has 
been rocked by a devastating second wave of 
the coronavirus;  more than 300,000 people were 
infected during the last four months.  

Not only are Syrian refugees living in fear of 
contracting the virus; lockdowns, job losses, 
and aid cuts mean many are facing devastating 
hunger. 

They are people like Joury* and her six children, 
who escaped Syria when the bombing and 
shooting came to their village.

“I was really sad to leave” she said “it was really, 
really hard. It was like I took one heart with me because 
my children were with me, but one heart I left at home.”

In Jordan, she and her family live in a tent with 
limited access to food, basic hygiene facilities, 
and medical care; support that could mean the 
difference between life and death if they did get 
sick. 

Joury’s story is just one of so many that shows 
how we’re all affected by the coronavirus, but 
not equally. That’s why, in September, our Ration 
Challenge community came together, stronger 
than ever, to give hope to vulnerable refugees like 
her.

At a time of when many were still impacted 
here in Australia – by surging coronavirus cases 
in Victoria and job losses across the country – 
caring people stood in solidarity with Syrian 
refugees living in Jordan, and other vulnerable 

communities around the world, by taking the 

Ration Challenge. 

Thousands of participants and their sponsors 

showed these communities that there are people 

in this world who care about them, by signing 

up to eat the exact same food rations that Syrian 

refugees in Jordan receive. 

By living on just a small amount of rice, beans, 

lentils, fish, oil and flour for an entire week, 

together we’ve raised millions of dollars to supply 

food to hungry families, hygiene kits to women 

and girls, medical care to the sick and injured, 

and psychosocial support to people experiencing 

extreme hardship at this time of pandemic. 

Thank you for taking the Ration Challenge 

and showing refugees that we really are 

#inthistogether. 

Showing refugees we’re 
#inthistogether

7,287 people took the Ration 
Challenge to help Syrian refugees  
and others with urgent needs

109,059 friends, colleagues and  
family sponsored them to take part
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Thanks to people like you that took the Ration 

Challenge, refugees like Joury and her children 

have access to urgently needed food, hygiene kits, 

medical care and psychosocial support; ensuring 

they have the support needed to weather the impacts 

of the worsening pandemic in Jordan.

taking the challenge, saving lives*  
Together we raised 

over $5,349,913 

That’s enough to feed over 
17,147 refugees for a year

 

*These figures cover the calendar year of 2020

* Joury’s name has been changed to protect her identity as a refugee.
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Your Action, Your Impact
Fundraisers who showed we really are #inthistogether 

Eden
“This pandemic has ma

de me realise how 

lucky I am to have be
en born in my 

positon. It’s made me 
consider in depth 

about the difference 
one person can make. 

I want to use my adva
ntages in this 

lucky life I was give
n, to pay it forward 

and be reminded that
 I am surrounded by 

luxuries. It is in my
 opinion our ethical 

responsibility to sha
re what we have with 

those who need it mos
t.”

Kate
“After hearing about 

all the struggles that 

refugees were facing and 

the negative twist certain 

media was putting to these 

stories, I wanted to do the 

Ration Challenge so I could 

stand by refugees, learn 

about their lives and share 

this information with the 

people I knew. By doing 

the Ration Challenge I got 

to experience one week of 

what families go through; 

deciding what to eat, what 

to save, while raising 

money for a great cause.”

pip
“This is the second time I have 

done it and last year I think I 

saw something online initially 

and that sparked my interest as 

a way to make a difference on a 

small scale for me but it turns 

out to be quite a large scale 

for the refugees who we are 

helping. I was impressed with 

how much of the fundraising 

money Act for Peace actually 

puts into its programs.”

Bee
“I am taking this challenge to 
gain insight and experience a less 
privileged life than mine. I am so 
lucky to live in Australia where it 
is safe and a place I can call home 
everyday. This is not the reality for 
Syrian refugees and I want to raise 
awareness and share their experiences. 
Show them that we are all in this 
together, that we love and are here to 
help you. You are not alone.”

Jessica
“When I first started my 

Ration Challenge journey 

I was concerned about how 

it would be perceived, 

people’s opinions and the 

level of support I would be 

given. I have always been 

deeply passionate about the 

rights of people especially 

Refugees but this challenge 

has allowed me to become 

more confident and vocal 

about creating change.”

Together we raised 

over $5,349,913 

That’s enough to feed over 
17,147 refugees for a year
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Gaza: 
Healthcare for 
vulnerable women 
and children and 
vocational training 
for young people.

West Bank: 
Non-violent 
protective presence 
to vulnerable 
communities living 
under occupation. 

Afghanistan: 
Giving girls a brighter 
future through 
improved access to 
quality education.

Jordan: 
Providing urgently 
needed support for 
Syrian refugees 
including food 
rations, healthcare, 
education, livelihoods 
and counselling. 

Ethiopia: 
Emergency healthcare for 
critically ill or injured refugees, 
as well as counselling and 
vocational training.

South Sudan: 
Helping families 
affected by flooding 
to access shelter, 
sanitation and safe 
drinking water.

Kenya: 
Helping vulnerable 
urban refugees in 
Nairobi with food, 
case work, and 
other support. 

Zimbabwe: 
Supporting famers to be more 
resilient to climate change 
through conservation farming, 
responding to food insecurity 
with urgently needed food 
rations,  and supporting peace 
building initiatives through 
national dialogues.

You supported 39 projects  
in 16 countries. 

By supporting emergency response, 
sustainable development and advocacy 

programs around the world, your 
generosity brought increased safety, 

justice and dignity to the lives of more 
than 282,000 people. Thank you.  

Myanmar: 
Capacity building 
and training for 
communities 
to help prevent 
human rights 
abuses.

India: 
Healthcare, livelihoods 
and empowerment 
programs for  
Sri Lankan refugees.

Sri Lanka: 
Livelihoods and support 
services to help newly 
returned refugees reintegrate.

Thailand: 
Support for 
encamped 
Karenni refugees 
including those 
refugees looking 
to return home.

Indonesia: 
Disaster preparedness and risk reduction 
activities to help communities stay safe 
during disasters.

Vanuatu:
Support for vulnerable 
communities to prepare, 
respond and recover from 
the impacts of natural 
disasters.

Tonga:
Improving safety and inclusion 
for people living with disability 
in Disaster Risk Management.

Australia: 
Advocacy and campaigning 
for refugee rights.

Pakistan: 
Preventative and  
curative healthcare 
for rural families, 
especially mothers 
and children. 
Improving access to 
quality education.

The Philippines:
Disaster risk reduction 
and preparedness. 
Action and advocacy 
to support vulnerable 
and disadvantaged 
communities, including 
indigenous people, to 
access their human rights.

Your generosity around the world
Your generosity brought safety, justice and dignity to  

the lives of more than 282,000 people around the world.

Educating women and girls for a brighter 
future, equipping vulnerable villages in 
the Pacific with the training, knowledge 
and skills to respond to natural disasters, 
providing refugees with food, clean water, 
hygiene kits and healthcare, and promoting 
just and fair policies for the world’s most 
vulnerable people; this is the real impact of 
the programs you helped to fund.

At a time when the global impact of 

the novel coronavirus is making life 
even harder for people facing conflict 
and disaster, you’re helping some of the 
world’s most vulnerable people build 
resilience and take control of their lives.

In celebrating what we were able to 
achieve together in 2020, we want to 
thank you for standing in solidarity with 
our brothers and sisters in urgent need 
and creating change that lasts.

Fostering Resilience during 
a Pandemic 
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OUR SUPPORTERS: 
YOU MAKE THIS WORK POSSIBLE

15,086
supporters, churches  

and schools

$4.16 Million  
raised for communities 

around the world

28,255
generous  

gifts

In Mount Eliza, Christmas Bowl supporters 

from St Thomas More Catholic Church and 

Mount Eliza Anglican Church continue Frank 

Byatt’s legacy by raising funds for people 

with urgent needs around the world.

This year, the bushfire crisis and 
coronavirus pandemic affected all of 
us.  

And yet, thousands of Australians 
still contributed to Act for Peace’s 
campaigns, appeals and events. You 
shared stories, spoke out against 
injustice, raised awareness, and 

gave generously to assist vulnerable 

communities around the world.    

We thank you for joining us in this 

troubling time to ensure that safety, 

justice and dignity continues to be 

realised by people facing conflict and 

persecution.
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*These figures cover the financial year of 2020  
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Each year, the Australian Department 
of Foreign Affairs and Trade provides 
humanitarian agencies, including Act 
for Peace, with a grant under the 
Australian NGO Cooperation Program 
(ANCP). Through this grant from the 
Australian government and your generous 
gifts, farmers like Priscilla (pictured) 
in Zimbabwe received training, skills 
and resources to improve their harvests; 
helping them feed their families at a 
time of drought, pandemic and economic 
collapse.
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Humanitarian assistance
When disasters strike, we respond fast, supporting 
partners to reach the most vulnerable people with 
food, shelter, medical care and other essential items 
and services. We work together with communities to 
build resilience and alleviate suffering; supporting 
them to prepare for, respond to, and recover from 
disasters; and to prevent the violence and abuse 
which can often occur in a humanitarian crisis.    

Long-term development
Conflict and disaster may threaten the safety 
and dignity of local communities for decades.  
Our partners know their communities; they are 
there before, during and after conflict or disaster 
strike. We work with them to find practical, 
sustainable ways for people to thrive - whether 
that is supporting girls’ education, providing 
small business training to refugees starting over, 
or making health clinics and hygiene programs 
available to families living in poverty. 

Advocacy and campaigns 
We engage with passionate Australians, like you, 
and amplify the voices of people who are affected 
by conflict and disaster, influencing decision-
makers to live up to their responsibility to protect 
and serve the world’s most vulnerable people.   
When we come together and speak with one voice, 
it sends a clear message that can’t be ignored by 
people in power.

Working with partners
We believe that local leaders are the best people to 
create change in their own environments. Our role 
is to listen and to provide the support our partners 
require. We promote unity through the diversity of 
the work of the Christian church by engaging with 
partners representing different denominations, 
by working with Consortia such as the Australian 
Church Agency Network and the international ACT 
Alliance, and with secular agencies. All partners 
share our commitment to prioritise the most 
vulnerable, no matter their religion, ethnicity, 
gender, social status, age or ability. 
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2020 Your impact at a glance

HOW WE WORK

59,083  

refugees received 
food, water, 

healthcare and 
education

9,220  
children and 
youth were 

enrolled in school

Our partners were  
able to respond to  

7 emergencies

88,891  
people in India, Gaza, Ethiopia and 

Pakistan received access to essential 
medicines and health services

3,293  
people were given 

the skills they need 
to earn a livelihood 
and support their 

family 

:

These figures cover the financial year of 2020
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Give a meaningful 
gift that helps a girl 
get back to school
As children across Australia prepare to return to school, girls in Afghanistan and Pakistan are being 
left behind.

For years, girls have been fighting for equal access to education but COVID-19 has only made this even 
harder. Many parents have lost their jobs and can no longer afford basic school supplies.

But, it doesn’t have to be this way.

Act for Peace’s Gifts for Peace catalogue has a selection of gifts to help children in Afghanistan and 
Pakistan get back to school and continue their education.

A range of gifts is also available to support families in countries affected by conflict and disaster 
around the world, including India, Sri Lanka, Jordan, Vanuatu, Ethiopia, Zimbabwe or Gaza.

Giving a Gift for Peace is a meaningful way to help bring about a positive change and show someone 
on the other side of the world that you care about them, and that they matter.

“I want my granddaughter to grow up with a heart of compassion for others and know she can make a difference by 
giving.” Berys, NSW.

To browse our Gifts for Peace catalogue, visit www.actforpeace.org.au/giftsforpeace

Produced by Act for Peace, Locked Bag Q199, QUEEN VICTORIA BUILDING, NSW 1230

FREECALL  1800 025 101   EMAIL  info@actforpeace.org.au   web  actforpeace.org.au

  Facebook.com/actforpeace      @actforpeace Act for Peace gratefully acknowledges the 
support of the Australian Government.

Give a meaningful gift that helps a girl get 
back to school in Afghanistan, by providing 
a backpack filled with classroom essentials 
including notepads, pens and pencils, a ruler, 
sharpener and eraser.  
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