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Rohingya 
emergency
You are saving the lives of Rohingya 

families forced to escape brutal violence 

The forgotton  
men of manus
Australians call on the Government  

to end suffering in PNG 

women on 
the frontline
You’re empowering women in Vanuatu 
to better cope with climate change 

 
  
safety after a 
desperate journey
Refugees in Ethiopia are getting 
the help they need, thanks to you

United by love and 
COMPASSION
You brought hope and healing to the  
world through the Christmas Bowl  



When conflict erupted in the Rakhine State, Myanmar 
in August 2017, Rohingya people were forced from 
their homes to escape brutal persecution and violence.   
In just a few months, more than 655,000 Rohingya 
people have crossed the border into neighbouring 
Bangladesh to seek safety.  

Harrowing accounts from Rohingya refugees told of 
entire villages that were burned down, parents or 
relatives killed in front of traumatised children, and 
women and girls who were raped. 

Many endured an exhausting journey, walking for 
days and days to reach the border; others were 
forced to cross the dangerous Bay of Bengal. Most 
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Here’s how your gifts are working right  
now to help families who desperately need it: 

people arrived to the camps hungry, exhausted and 
traumatised, with nothing but the clothes on their 
backs.  

In Bangladesh, people are struggling to survive in 
extremely poor conditions, lacking access to even 
the most basic necessities. As the number of people 
seeking refuge continues to rise, the sheer scale of the 
need far outweighs Bangladesh’s ability to respond to 
this crisis alone.

Thankfully, you responded quickly and generously to 
the emergency appeal, and enabled our partners on the 
ground to reach families with life-saving assistance, 
including food, water, shelter and medical care. 

“Around 15 years ago, Tricia and I agreed that 
it was important to include a small number of 
charities in our Will.  Our children were becoming 
well-established and we were keen to share 
our good fortune in life, particularly with those 
caught in areas of conflict or oppression. 

We believe that we all have a responsibility to 
help others.  It takes many of us working together 
to make an impact, but it can be done. 

We’ve seen a lot of positive changes take place in our 
lifetime, but need still exists, especially for people  
who have been forced to flee their homes, due to 
armed conflict or the effects of climate change. 

We’ve had the privilege of visiting some of the 
projects that Act for Peace supports, meeting 
community members who have had their lives 
transformed after learning new skills through the 
programs. This experience is heart-warming and 
most affirming.

Act for Peace works through its overseas 
ecumenical partners, which means that the 
programs we support are being delivered by local 
people who better understand the situation and 
know what help is needed. 

There is also an emphasis on giving a “hand-up”, 
rather than a “hand-out”, which is very positive 
and allows people to retain their dignity and 
develop their own future. 

Your action, your impact

So much of the vital work we've done over years has only been possible because of the 
humanity, passion and generosity of all those who leave us a gift in their Will. We talked 

to Howard and Tricia Graham, long-term supporters of Act for Peace, about why they made 
the commitment to leave a lasting legacy. 

This way of working really appeals to us, along with 
the fact that Act for Peace can quickly respond virtually 
anywhere, through the World Council of Churches’ 
global agency, the ACT Alliance.  

Tricia and I are happy to think that our gift will help 
Act for Peace in a small way, to continue its vital work 
into the future. We also hope it encourages bold moves 
to widen support and inspire others to meet the call of 
Jesus to help others in need.”

- Howard Graham, Sydney

By remembering Act for Peace and the Christmas 
Bowl with a gift in your Will, you are making 
a unique commitment to help bring safety, 
justice and dignity to people around the world 
threatened by conflict and disaster. 

If the time is right, and you are considering 
or have already decided to leave a gift to 
the Christmas Bowl or Act for Peace in 
your Will, please contact Andy Corkill at   
acorkill@actforpeace.org.au  or call him on  
02 8259 0833. Andy would be delighted to 
confidentially discuss your options and provide 
you with specific wording.

find out more 

Your generous response to the 
Rohingya crisis unfolding in 
Bangladesh is saving lives. 

Lasting 
Leaving A

 Legacy Howard and Tricia believe that we all have a responsibility to help others. They are happy knowing that their legacy will help to continue this vital work into the future and make a real difference to people’s lives. 

A mother and her child escape violence to find 
refuge in Bangladesh. Thanks to your kind gifts, • 
families arriving to the camps have been provided 
with emergency shelters to ensure they feel safe and 
protected.

You helped provide people with 2,400 tarpaulins and ropes, 
so families could set-up shelters and protect themselves 
and their children against the wet weather and cold.  

Emergency shelter
You helped to deliver emergency food parcels, including 
lentils, oil and sugar to families struggling against hunger. 

Emergency food 

Rohingya people have seen and suffered unspeakable 
acts of cruelty at the hands of Myanmar’s military and 
many are experiencing physical trauma.  Your gifts 
helped more than 12,500 people to receive emergency 
healthcare. 

Medical care
Your support helped to provide 9,500 families with 
blankets and floor mats, to ensure people stay warm as 
overnight temperatures drop with the onset of winter.

blankets and mats 
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On the cover: A Rohingya man helps his father cross 

the border into Bangladesh. The number of people in 

need of emergency shelter and basic healthcare grows, 

as families continue to arrive to the camps to escape 

brutal violence in Myanmar. Joshua Paul/Christian Aid2 ACT FOR PEACE | SUPPORTER MAGAZINE 3SUMMER 2018



For the past 68 years, the Christmas Bowl has 
united tens of thousands of Australians who believe 
that when we act together, we can make a lasting 
difference to those who are suffering. 

We talked to Lyn Bray, an Act for Peace supporter and 
volunteer speaker for the Christmas Bowl, about what 
it means to take part in this much loved ecumenical 
tradition at Christmas.

Lovely to talk with you Lyn. Can you tell us what 
meaning the Christmas Bowl holds for you? 

All those years ago Frank Byatt placed the first 
Christmas Bowl on the table and said, please give the 
value of your meal because we have so much food 
in front of us and there are millions of refugees who 
have nothing.  

It’s very stark image in my mind, the empty bowl on 
the laden Christmas table.  And it’s so significant, 
because we have more than we need on Christmas 
Day. For us to share with people who are less fortunate 
adds to our appreciation of what we have.

When we sit around the table on Christmas day with 
our friends and family, the Bowl is there to represent 
our neighbours that we don’t know.  It’s for the 
unknown people in our wider community, and that 
includes refugees who come here to Australia, as well 
as refugees in other parts of the world.

What is the meaning of giving at Christmas time?

Giving to the Christmas Bowl appeal for me is part 
of a wider attitude towards being generous, towards 
showing gratitude for our blessings by showing grace 
towards others.    

We can think of grace as being a kind of generosity 
and gratitude being the reciprocal side of that, the 
response to somebody else’s generosity.  

If I’ve got something to give, I’m just grateful for the 
opportunity to share it with others, and my hope is that 
the recipient can be grateful to God for what they’ve 
received.  And when we share in this way we become 
more like partners in response to God’s bounty.

As individuals, do you think we have a responsibility 
to help others in need? 

In today’s world, our neighbours are no longer the 
people in the in the next house or the next town, they 
can be somebody on the other side of the globe.  

At the forefront of our thinking should be the need 
to share, to be grateful and to find ways of being a 

worldwide community and good a neighbour to our 
neighbours, no matter where they are.   

Giving to the Christmas Bowl is about sharing so that 
everybody’s rights can be acknowledged and met.  For 
us to share with people who are less fortunate also 
adds to our appreciation of what we have.

Thanks to your generous gifts, the Christmas 
Bowl is on track to raise over $2 million to 
bring hope and healing to people around the 
world suffering from conflict and disaster.

This year, we wrote to you about Achala, a young 
Sri Lanka refugee living in a camp in India, who 
was diagnosed with leukaemia at just eight years 
old. Thanks to the generosity of Christmas Bowl 
supporters like you, Achala was given the support 
needed to cure her leukemia and save her life. 

We spoke to Achala just before Christmas, and she 
wanted to give you this message: “I want say thank you 
to the people of Australia for helping me – they supported 
me when I needed I most. I feel better and my next hospital 
visit is in six months. I’m happy that I can go school without 
taking time off for doctors’ appointments.”

During Christmas 2017, thousands of kind and compassionate people, like you, 
came together to support the Christmas Bowl and respond to Christ’s call to feed 

the hungry, heal the sick and welcome the stranger.

You brought 

hope and healing
to the world this Christmas 

From the left: Lyn, Brian and Jill, t
hree 

of our wonderful volunteers in South
 

Australia who joined the Speakers Net
work 

to raise support for the Christmas Bo
wl and 

to make a difference to people’s live.
 

Children hold their own 
Christmas Bowl at a service 
at Wesley Uniting Church in 
Castle Hill, just one of the 
many events held around the 
country last Christmas to 
help raise vital funds for 
people in urgent need. 

Now that her leukemia has been cured, Achala 
looks forward to going to school and continuing 
her education.  This wouldn’t have been possible 
without caring supporters like you, who helped 
to cover the costs of her life-saving treatment.

Thank you for helping 
to heal Achala 

Over 68 years of  the Christmas Bowl

Act for Peace
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Andy Corkill/Act for Peace
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With your support, Act for Peace has long spoken 
out against the mistreatment and injustice faced by 
refugees and asylum seekers – people who simply 
want a safe life for themselves and their families.

In 2013, Act for Peace helped set up the ACRT, to push 
for a more just and compassionate response to people 
who seek refuge in Australia after fleeing violence 
and disaster.  

Executive Officer Caz Coleman said that today, 
the ACRT counts a range of churches, faith-based 
organisations and big-hearted individuals as its 
members. 

“Our vision for refugee and asylum seeker policy reflects the 
Christian principle of showing hospitality and compassion to 
the stranger. It also reflects the stance of the United Nations, 
which has condemned Australia’s policy of mandatory, 
and offshore detention, as ‘unsustainable, inhumane and 
contrary to its human rights obligations’.  

We have consistently called on the government to abandon 
the policy of not allowing those transferred to Nauru and 
Manus Island, Papua New Guinea, to enter Australia.”

The ACRT continues to publicly voice a deep concern 
about the welfare of the men that remain on Manus 
Island, who fear for their safety since the closure of 
Australia’s detention centre there last November.

Hundreds of men were forcibly moved into facilities 
in the Manus Island community, despite a number of 
violent attacks against refugees there. 

In the coming months, the ACRT will work in 
collaboration with churches in Australia and Papua 
New Guinea, and caring people like you, to support and 
protect the men and work with the local community 
to enhance safety for all. 

The taskforce will also continue to rally the government to 
meet its responsibilities for the children, women and men 
languishing in offshore detention.

With the backing of supporters like you, the ACRT has been 
a powerful voice for policy change. In 2016, it teamed up 
with GetUp on the #LetThemStay campaign, which helped to 
change community attitudes towards those seeking asylum 
in Australia. 

That same year, the taskforce also introduced the Sanctuary 
Movement to provide safe haven for refugees in the High 
Court case challenging offshore detention. 

In a powerful show of solidary and compassion, more than 120 
churches around Australia were ready to provide housing and 
practical support, should people be made to return to Nauru 
or Manus Island. The fact that there was not an attempt to 
forcibly remove anyone was a great success for the Sanctuary 
Movement and the #LetThemStay campaign – and proves the 
power of your kindness and support.

When asked how Australians in the church community felt 
about refugees and asylum seekers, ACRT Chair, the Very 
Rev’d Dr. Peter Catt said the issue could be complex. 

“Many Australians support ‘tough’ positions against asylum 
seekers and fear the ‘floodgates’ opening if we were to have 
more compassionate policies. These fears can bring us into 
conflict when we are trying to live faithful lives as Christians, 
and seeking to respond to others with the grace of God.

Justice. 

You can learn more about 
ACRT and its work, and sign 
up as a member, by visiting 

www.acrt.com.au 

or emailing Caz Coleman on 
info@acrt.com.au

invovled 
Get more 

With your help, the Australian Churches Refugee Taskforce (ACRT) is a public voice in 
Australia against the mistreatment of refugees and asylum seekers, especially those 

on Manus Island who are stranded without support, safety or hope for the future. 

In November, thousands of peo
ple 

joined an emergency protest a
nd 

marched through the streets o
f 

Melbourne in solidarity with 
refugees 

on Manus Island.

But when we turn away from the media debate and 
to the origins our faith, we see the call to stand with 
those who are marginalised, oppressed and persecuted 
is clear in the Scriptures. Since its beginning, the 
Christian church has sought to extend the love of God 
to those in need.”

Thank you for helping the ACRT to keep caring for 
vulnerable refugees and asylum seekers.

Compassion. 
Humanity. 
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May is a mother of five who has seen a cyclone tear 
through her village in Vanuatu almost every year 
of her life.  

She’s watched these and other disasters worsen with 
climate change, each year wreaking more damage on 
homes, crops and lives. And she’s seen how women 
and girls, who already face massive inequalities in 
Vanuatu, are being hardest hit.

But thanks to the Disaster Risk Reduction Program 
that you make possible, May is now teaching others 
in her community how to stay safe and resilient 
when a disaster such as a cyclone, earthquake or 
tsunami strikes.

That’s an important step in Vanuatu – one of the most 
disaster-prone countries in the world and a country 
where women are usually shut out of decision-making. 

In Vanuatu, your support is helping women and girls to protect themselves and their 
communities from climate-related disasters. 

Putting women on the
stories from the field

of disaster
responsefrontline

May said it’s changed 
her life to be appoint

ed 

Community Disaster and
 Climate Change Committ

ee 

chairwoman in the Wu
junmel community.

“It is such a positive 
thing to be part of a

 

program that recognis
es the role that women

 

can play and gives us
 a voice in important 

decisions that can sav
e lives.”

Thanks to your support, women are no
w 

recognised as playing an important 

role in disaster preparedness. As wom
en 

learn how to keep their communities 

safe during a disaster, they are bein
g 

supporterd to take on new leadership 

roles within their local communities.

Women quickly rebuilt fences so they 

could begin replanting food crops aft
er 

Cyclone Pam devastated the island 

in 2015. You’re empowering women in 

agricultural communities to become mo
re 

food secure, building their resilienc
e 

to climate change and future disaster
s.

In Vanuatu’s male-dominated society, May 
already breaks the mould by owning her 
own pre school. She says her new role as 
chairwoman is showing her the importance of 
contributing to other areas of her community. 

May was one of the first female 
churchchampions to get involved with the 
Disaster Risk Reduction Program that Act for 
Peace’s local partners launched in 2016, thanks 
to your support. After her extensive training, 
she’s now teaching others and running practice 
drills in her community. 

“Now I can raise awareness, especially with my 
pre-school students and their parents on what to 
do, before, during and after a disaster.”   

The program encourages community leaders 
to work more closely with woman, so we can 
all share responsibility for staying safe in a 
disaster and our response plan is successfully 
carried out.” 

Around the world, women and girls suffer 
most during and after a disaster.  They die in 
greater numbers than boys and men, and the daily 
injustices they already face worsen. 

Girls and women are more likely to drop out on 
school or miss out on livelihoods so they can care 
for their families. In the chaos after an emergency, 
they also have less access to food and water and 
are at higher risk of violence and exploitation. 

Through the Disaster Risk Reduction program, 
you’re helping vulnerable people in Vanuatu – 
especially girls and women – to better prepare for 
disasters and the shocks of climate change.

And you’re supporting women to take a lead role 
in disaster planning, so they can break down the 
traditional attitudes that stop them from reaching 
their potential. 

When asked how her self-belief has grown since 
being involved with the program, May referred to 
the biblical story of David and Goliath.

“David doesn’t care about Goliath’s height or his role as 
a shepherd when he went to face him and kill him. He 
had faith that he can do it no matter what and at the end 
he killed the big giant Goliath”.  

Julia Loersch/Act for Peace

Ju
lia

 L
oe

rs
ch

/A
ct

 fo
r P

ea
ce

VCC/Act for Peace



Safety after a

“We take care of people who are very sick or who 
need special protection, like Amer. When she came 
here, our nurses looked after her day and night and 
gave her medicine. 

Most people at this shelter get three days of support, 
but we extend that for urgent or special cases like 
Amer’s. Her condition has been up and down, so she 
and her children have stayed in the safe house.”

Thanks to your compassion, Amer has not only 
received the medical support she’s needed to 
survive. She was also able to safely give birth to her 
youngest child.

Amer is relieved that her children are finally safe – 
and happy.

“It’s not like in the camp, when my children didn’t feel 
well and cried all the time. Living here now, our life 
is much better. When we are sick, they take us to the 
hospital. We have food and a place to sleep, which 
has been life-changing.”

 
Every day, more vulnerable people like Amer arrive 
in Ethiopia from neighbouring countries, including 
South Sudan. 

Many flee to escape drought and deadly conflict, 
most are women and children. They’re living in 
overstretched refugee camps where safety is a 
constant concern and medical care can be very hard 
to access. 

Without the safe house that you make possible, 
people like Amer, who need specialised or 
emergency treatment, could face further health 
complications and even death. 

Sister Mumbere said that everyone who comes 
through the safe house gets specialised support – 
whether they need counselling or a supplementary 
diet.

When Amer’s husband was murdered, her brother-in-law tried to force her to marry him.  
When she refused, he kidnapped her three children. 

desperate
journey

Desperate to get her children back, Amer had no 
choice but to join her brother-in-law’s family. But 
she soon realised she had to escape.

“They didn’t send my children to school. He tried to 

beat me all the time and burned me once on my arm. 

His wife and me we were fighting all the time. So I 

decide to look for money and leave.”

 
Amer was able to borrow just enough money to 
escape, and with no documents or other supplies, 
she fled with her children and braved a terrifying 
journey to Ethiopia.    

While she was finally free from her brother-in-law, 
she still faced many challenges. Living in a refugee 
camp her children didn’t feel well and cried all the 
time.  She had also become very sick – and had a 
fourth child on the way. 

Thankfully, Amer was referred to Act for Peace’s 
local partner, EOI-DICAC , in Addis Ababa and given 
refuge in the safe house that your donations help to 
run.

Here, she and her young family have a stable roof 
over their heads, as well as food, survival basics, 
medical care, and transport to and from the 
hospital.

Sister Mumbere, who coordinates the safe house, 
has seen the impact that has had on Amer’s life.

stories from the field

What’s more, when people are ready to leave, her 
team give them the support they need to adjust to 
life on their own.

After years of fear, tragedy and hardship, Amer is 
so grateful to supporters like you, for helping her 
family survive and build a better life.

Medical care and a safe place to sleep 

changed Amer’s life.  After everythin
g 

that she’s been through, she is reliev
ed 

that her children are finally safe.  

Amer and her young family now have t
he 

chance to build a better future, than
ks 

to you.

Kuol sits down for lunch with his br
other, sister 

and some of the other children at the
 safe house. 

Your gifts help to ensure vulnerable 
families 

like Amer’s are cared for with nouris
hing meals.       

The ambulance arrives at the safe hou
se to 

take Amer to and from hospital appoin
tments. 

Without this vital support service, A
mer wouldn’t 

have been able to receive the medical
 care she 

desperately needed. 

All images: Ben Littlejohn/Act for Peace
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From 1st February 2018 Act for Peace’s ABN (Australian Business Number) will change from ABN 64 

493 941 795 to ABN 86 619 970 188.

This change is a result of some improvements we have made in order to strengthen and clarify 

our governance structure. The improvements will make our reporting and accounting simpler and 

more transparent; and further increase the accountability of our Board of Directors. 

This change won’t affect our supporters, and you don’t need to do anything.  

Importantly, the change won’t affect our work on the ground. Our vision, purpose and work as the 

international aid agency of the National Council of Churches (NCCA) remains the same, and we 

remain committed to the communities threatened by conflict and disaster we serve.

You can find out more about why we’re making this change at www.actforpeace.org.au/governance. 

Vinitha, a Sri Lankan refugee, lives in
 

a camp in India with her two daughters
.  

Thanks to you, Vinitha has been 

supported with arranging the necessary
 

documents and is now preparing to 

return home to Sri Lanka. 

Act for Peace gratefully acknowledges the 
support of the Australian Government.

We rise by 
lifting others.

ACCOUNTABLE TO YOU


