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The international humanitarian agency of the  
National Council of Churches in Australia  

ABN  86 619 970 188

summer 2022

TONGA EMERGENCY 
Mobilising support for people hit by  
the volcanic eruption and tsunami.

BRINGING HOPE  
AMIDST ONGOING 
CONFLICT IN ETHIOPIA 
Helping urban refugees in urgent need 
through the Christmas Bowl.

DELIVERING CRITICAL  
AID TO AFGHANISTAN 
Providing vital food, shelter and winter 
essentials to displaced families.

SUPPORTING 
COMMUNITIES ON  
THE FRONT LINE OF  
THE CLIMATE CRISIS 
Turning COP26 goals into action  
for displaced people.

Your impact in 2021 
You helped bring both hope for a 
brighter future and urgently needed 
practical support to people uprooted by 
conflict and disaster around the world.



Helping Afghans  
find safe refuge
Afghanistan is in the grip of a chronic 
humanitarian crisis, caused by prolonged, 
violent conflict and exacerbated by 
poverty, drought and the COVID-19 
pandemic. Conflict has escalated since 
allied troops exited in August 2021, 
forcing almost 390,000 people to leave 
their homes in September alone, and seek 
refuge in safer areas of Afghanistan or 
neighbouring Pakistan and Iran.

These displaced families 
join more than five 
million refugees who 
have previously fled 
Afghanistan to protect 
their lives. According to 
UN estimates, almost 
half the Afghanistan 

population – a total of 18.4 million people – 
now require humanitarian assistance.1

Palwashay Arbab, from our local partner in 
Afghanistan Community World Service Asia 
(CWSA), told us in January:

“Uprooted communities in Afghanistan are 
currently faced with a plethora of problems. 
They do not have warm clothes or any sort 
of heating equipment to survive in the harsh 
winter that has hit the country. There is extreme 
food insecurity and very limited or no access to 
adequate hygiene, health or education.” 

Act for Peace supporters like you responded 
with extraordinary generosity to our 
Afghanistan Emergency appeal, giving more 
than $440,000 to support families uprooted 
by the conflict. Thank you so much for your 
overwhelming support.

Providing safety in exile
At the end of December, the UN Security 
Council announced its decision to exempt 
humanitarian aid from sanctions placed on 
the Taliban regime. This important exemption 
will enable life-saving assistance to reach 
some 22 million people within Afghanistan.

Your compassionate gifts will help provide 
health care, food and clean water, sanitation 
and other essential services to displaced 
people living in cramped, unsanitary camps 
that lack even the most basic facilities.

Your gifts have now been sent to our local 
partner, Community World Service Asia 
(CWSA), in Afghanistan. 

Palwashay explained: “CWSA is responding to the 
crises in Afghanistan in three regional hubs; Bamyan, 
Jalalabad and Kabul. We are providing life-saving 
assistance to families who are conflict and COVID-19 
affected, and those who are hit by poverty, drought 
and extreme weather conditions. This is clearly one 
of the worst humanitarian crises faced by Afghan 
communities in its history. And ensuring that timely 
assistance reaches them means saving lives. Children 
and the elderly are at most risk due to the extreme 
weather conditions in Afghanistan. Many children are 
presently at a risk of malnutrition.”

Meanwhile, CWSA has also been providing 
crucial humanitarian aid to refugees arriving 
in Pakistan. This aid includes distributing 
immediate food relief and other essential items, 
as well as cash assistance, to thousands of 
refugee households – giving priority to women, 
children and people living with a disability. 

The harsh conditions of the cold season are 
taking a heavy toll on displaced families here 
too, especially those living in makeshift shelters 
or exposed open spaces. Thanks to generosity 
like yours, CWSA is protecting people from 
potentially dangerous winter conditions, 
providing shelter and cash support so refugees 
can buy warm winter clothing and bedding.

Building resilience  
for the future
By delivering this crucial humanitarian aid, 
our partner CWSA is working to meet the 
immediate, fundamental needs of displaced 
Afghan people and ensure that families can 
live in safety and with dignity while displaced. 

At the same time, thanks to your support, 
CWSA is working with the local host and 
refugee communities to help them become 
more resilient to drought and famine, and to 
establish sustainable local services to meet 
their food, health care and sanitation needs 
over the long term.

Palwashay added: “Thank you to the generous 
help of the Australian people and supporters of Act 
for Peace that will help save thousands of lives in 
this difficult time.” 

With your help, we will continue to support 
CWSA as they create a safe place to belong for 
Afghan people uprooted by conflict and disaster. 

1 Afghanistan Humanitarian Response Plan 2021, United 
Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
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Thanks to your 
generous gifts, our 
local partner in 
Ethiopia, DICAC, 
can now provide 
more refugees 
like Esther* with 
food, shelter and 
lifesaving support. 

Displaced families seek refuge in a 
park in Kabul after fleeing fighting 
between the Taliban and Afghan 
security in the northern provinces.

Many people who have been forced 

from their homes by the conflict 

are now living in camps that lack 

even the most basic facilities.
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Children and the elderly are at 

most risk due to the extreme weather 

conditions in Afghanistan.
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“The Christmas Bowl is so important. I think 
it’s one of the most transparent, reliable ways 
of helping people overseas. It’s a privilege 
when we’ve got to the end of each year and 
we’ve still got a roof over our heads, a job, 
and family and friends. God has been so good 
to us. Thank you Act for Peace for reminding us 
of such an important ministry, one of the most 
important ministries we can do. The Christmas 
Bowl, I highly commend it to you.” 

– Rev. Ken Day, St Stephen’s Uniting Church, NSW

This Christmas, thousands of Australian 
Christians joined together in practical action, 
and shared Christmas with refugees in Ethiopia 
– and communities around the world forced 

from their homes by conflict and disaster. 

A refugee crisis
The situation in Ethiopia continues to be 
challenging, complex and unstable. We have had 
frequent reports of outbreaks of violence and 
conflict since war erupted in November 2020.

Before these developments, there were already 
more than 800,000 people who had been forced 
to flee their own countries and seek refuge in 
Ethiopia. But with more refugees and fewer 
resources available, it has become even harder 
to get supplies and hygiene items to those who 
need it most.

Esther* and her children bravely walked three 
days and nights without sleep to reach safety 
in Ethiopia after fleeing conflict in their home 
country. But when they reached the safety of the 
refugee camp, conditions were dire, and Esther’s 
daughter became too sick to eat or move. 

Because of their circumstances, Esther and her 
family were moved to Addis Ababa, just some of 
the thousands of refugees arriving in Ethiopia’s 

capital in urgent need. 

Safety and dignity for more 
refugees like Esther 
Thanks to the generosity of the Christmas 
Bowl community, our local partner, The 
Ethiopian Orthodox Church Development and 
Inter-Church Aid Commission (DICAC), can 
now provide more families like Esther’s with 
food, shelter and lifesaving support, including 
emergency medical care and vocational training. 

If you took part in the Christmas Bowl, 
thank you so much. With your committed 
support, the inspirational dedication of our 
local partners and the resilience of displaced 
people, we will help refugees like Esther 
to create a brighter future for themselves 
and create a world, together, where people 
uprooted by conflict and disaster have a safe 
place to belong. 

Bringing hope 
to refugees 
amidst ongoing 
conflict in 
Ethiopia
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“At Launceston North Uniting Church, we’ve been 
supporting the Christmas Bowl for many years, and 
this year it’s more important than ever to help people 
facing conflict and persecution. Loving, and sharing 
what we have with others is at the centre of our faith; 
and whilst we are placed within a community of great 
need in the northern suburbs of Launceston, we are 
aware that compared to many places around the world, 
our community is still relatively well off. As we see 
everything going on around the world - the virus, 
the economic downturn, and the wars that are waging 
through it all – giving to the Christmas Bowl is  
simply the right thing to do.” 

- Rev. Caro Field, Launceston North Uniting Church, Tas
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More than 1,100 congregations 
spanning 15 denominations 
across Australia came together 
once again in December to 
share God’s love through the 
Christmas Bowl. 

Thanks to generous gifts from 

Christmas Bowl supporters, our 

local partner in Ethiopia, 

DICAC, will be able to provide 

more medical consultations for 

refugees in Addis Ababa.

Together, through the Christmas Bowl, 
we’re helping more refugees like Esther* 
and her family to overcome the challenges 
and trauma they have been through and 
live life in safety and dignity.

Esther* is one of the thousands of 

refugees in Ethiopia’s capital Addis  

Ababa who urgently need help.
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For almost thirty years the United 
Nations has brought countries together 
for global “Conference of the Parties” 
(COP) climate summits. During COP26 
last November, the world held its 
collective breath as leaders negotiated 
critical measures to alleviate the crisis 
caused by catastrophic climate change 
and protect communities from disaster 
in climate-vulnerable hotspots. 

70 percent of people displaced within 
their home countries by conflict come 
from countries on the front lines of the 
climate emergency. Without united 
action from global leaders, the Institute 
for Economics and Peace estimates that 
a further 1.2 billion people could be 
displaced by catastrophic climate-related 
events by 2050.* 

COP26 fell short of its climate financing 
pledge made under the Paris Climate 
Agreement to help poorer countries 
mitigate and adapt to climate change. 
However, wealthy countries collectively 
committed to double climate adaptation 
project funding by 2025. The Climate 
Adaptation Fund also secured a record 
US$356 million in new pledges offering 
great hope for rapid, locally-led climate 
adaptation initiatives. 

Act for Peace has stood alongside local 
partners for years now, actively supporting 
displaced communities to adapt to 
increasingly inhospitable environments 
and escalating disasters. These 
communities are learning both to recover 
from recent disasters and to improve how 

they manage and rebuild from future 
climate catastrophes. 

As we continue to analyse the outcomes 
of COP26, we are more dedicated than 
ever to partnering with and supporting 
communities on the front line of the climate 
crisis, who are leading the way in terms of 
innovating to find successful solutions.

However, more international support, from 
governments and the private sector, is the 
only way we’ll mitigate this crisis together.  

With the outcomes of COP26 fresh in our 
minds, we shine a spotlight on proactive 
change already taking place in communities 
like Bulubete Village in Central Sulawesi. 

Innovation leads the way  
to combat climate change
Training women like Faizah how to make 
organic fertiliser and pesticides is a small 
yet powerful example of how our Disaster 
Resilience through Enhanced Adaptive 
Measures (DREAM) program is supporting 
communities in Indonesia as they build 
capacity to withstand the impact of 
climate change.

Through her women’s group, based in 
Central Sulawesi’s remote Bulubete 
Village, Faizah learnt how to make organic 
fertiliser and pesticides to feed and 
nurture the crops in her yard. Using food 
scraps from her kitchen, she has created 
a self-sufficient organic system that didn’t 
cost her family a thing. She now teaches 
others in her community to do the same. 

“I aspire to share my spirit and 
to motivate other women in 
Bulubete Village also, to think 
creatively and innovatively using 
existing conditions, so they can 
help their husband or themselves 
to meet their family’s daily 
needs,” said Faizah. 
With your support and the support of the 
Australian NGO Cooperation Program, 
our local partner Church World Service 
Indonesia also helped villagers in the 
remote Tana Toraja District in South 
Sulawesi develop a disaster management 
plan so they can respond quickly and 
protect lives and infrastructure when 
disaster strikes. 

They also established 25 farmers’ groups 
with more than 600 members, and 15 
women’s saving groups with more than 
300 members. 

In these remote villages, where 
unpredictable and dramatic climate 

change events are causing repeated cycles 
of drought and flood across the region, 
the DREAM program has helped farmers 
learn to adapt farming techniques to better 
withstand these increasingly devastating 
weather events.

Turning COP26 goals 
into action for 
displaced people 

Our local partner, Church 

World Service Indonesia, 

works with communities to 

help families to adapt to 

climate change, prepare 

for future disasters, and 

stay safe.
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Faizah learned how to make her own 

fertiliser using food scraps from her 

kitchen bin, to feed and nurture the 

crops in her yard.

*Ecological Threat Report 2021 7SUMMER 20226 ACT FOR PEACE | SUPPORTER MAGAZINE



As the stage lights fade to black in the 
tiny village of Tongoleleka, on the Tongan 
Island of Ha’apai, the hearts of those 
who witnessed the joyful Kau He Lau 
performance are full of determination: 
no one will be left behind when natural 
disasters occur. 

Here, the Kau He Lau drama group uses 
storytelling through song, music and drama to 
raise awareness of the importance of disability 
inclusion in natural disaster preparedness. 
Leaning into the strong oral traditions of the 
Pacific Islands, the performers have a unique 
talent for putting their audience at ease and 
talking about sensitive topics, like disability, in a 
respectful and relatable way. 

“This is a wake-up call for all of us here on the 
island,” said one islander. “The important message 
for us is to include everyone and make sure that no 
one is left behind.”  

For communities like Tongoleleka, regularly 
exposed to devastating cyclones, earthquakes 
and floods, the performance delivers an 
important reminder: not only to be ready to 
respond to disaster – but to ensure that all 
members of the community, including those 
living with disabilities and the elderly, are 
cared for and included. 

Protecting those most at risk  
With the support of USAID, our local partner, 
the Tonga National Council of Churches 
(TNCC), is making sure that no one is left 
behind in times of emergency. 

TNCC delivers essential aid to 27 remote 
Tongan communities, helping them to rebuild 
after disasters like Cyclone Harold, which 
struck the island nation in 2020, and lessen the 
impact of recent international border closures 
caused by the pandemic.  

So as the Kau He Lau performances draw to 
a close, we stand strong in our belief that all 
human beings are equal, regardless of age, 
gender, religion, culture and disability status. 
Thank you for standing with us in this belief 
and continuing to support communities 
threatened by natural disaster to create 
inclusive, life-saving emergency response plans. 

The May 2021 bombings may have 
stopped, but Gaza’s children are still 
suffering widespread trauma. With the 
sound of sirens, the shaking of buildings 
and the fear of the next airstrike fresh 
in their young minds, your support last 
year has been crucial to getting kids the 
mental health support they need to heal. 

In May last year, the world watched in horror 
as bombs fell on Gaza during the escalation 
of hostilities between Israel and Gaza. They 
brought entire buildings to the ground, trapped 
innocent civilians beneath the rubble, and took 
the lives of 66 children in Gaza and two in Israel. 

Dr Lubna is a health coordinator who works 
for our local partner in Gaza, the Near East 
Council of Churches (NECC). Along with her 
staff of trained counsellors, doctors and 
nurses, she runs three health clinics that 
provide crucial mental health care services for 
children across Gaza. 

The clinics were forced to close their doors 
during the airstrikes. It was simply too 
dangerous for staff and patients to leave their 
homes. But in the months after reopening, 
they saw a huge surge in need, with more and 
more kids arriving in need of emotional and 
psychological support. 

Dr Lubna shared at the time of the airstrikes: 
“Children have become more afraid… and they cannot 
sleep alone anymore. These children are suffering 
from post-traumatic stress disorder resulting in 
nightmares, low concentration and insomnia.”

These kids have seen things that no child should 
see. Without treatment, many would have had 
no access to support to cope with the trauma 
they have experienced.

Rebuilding the future
Kids can’t unsee the bombing and destruction 
they’ve witnessed. But your generosity has 
given many a chance to heal before that trauma 
stole their future.

When we launched our Gaza Crisis emergency 
appeal in June, compassionate people like you 
gave more than $37,000 in a single month. That 
has been enough to provide crucial mental health 
care for more than 1,280 kids. 

Thanks to your support, Dr Lubna and her team 
have been able to provide children right across 
Gaza with one-on-one counselling and group art 
and play therapy sessions – as well as a safe place 
where they can play and feel secure.

Children like Hesham* who was too scared to 
leave the house after the airstrikes, afraid to leave 
his mother’s side and too frightened to eat. Dr 
Lubna told us: “Hesham was integrated into the NECC 
psychological support program, focusing on expressing 
emotions and drawing. After several sessions, he 
improved and became more interactive with others. His 
mother thanked the NECC team and their supporters for 
helping Hesham to overcome his problem.”

Kids have also been learning important stress 
management and relaxation techniques, like 
breathing exercises, to give them practical ways to 
cope with the trauma they’ve been through.

Even in the most devastating situations, the 
strongest recoveries are led by the people 
affected. Brave Gazans like Dr Lubna have 
worked tirelessly for years to build a brighter 
future for their community. 

Right now, with your support, they’re working 
once again to rebuild that future, by helping 
kids to recover, heal, and have a chance at the 
childhood they deserve.

* Names changed for safety reasons.

No one  
left behind

Audience members watch the Kau He Lau 

drama group, learning how to save live
s in 

their community by being prepared for
 a 

disaster and by including and caring 
for 

those with a disability and the elderl
y.

A satellite captures the underwater volcano erupting on January 15, 2022.
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Healing the 
children of Gaza

Budour*, a psychologist who runs the NECC Psychosocial Program in Gaza City encourages Tarek* to draw pictures during one of the psychosocial sessions that have helped him cope with the trauma he’s experienced. 
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TONGA EMERGENCY UPDATE 
On Saturday, January 15 a large underwater volcano erupted 
off the coast of Tonga causing a tsunami. Since then, volcanic 
ash has been falling over the islands. The eruption was one of 
the biggest to hit Tonga in the last 30 years and the sound of 
the explosion could be heard as far as Fiji, over 800km away. 

At time of writing, communications have been down, making 
it difficult to measure the true scale of the disaster. However, 
the tsunami will most likely have caused immense damage. 

Act for Peace works closely with TNCC to help communities prepare and respond to disasters just 
like this one – and it is hoped that this training has saved lives.  

In January, Act for Peace launched an emergency appeal for the people of Tonga and compassionate 
people like you responded quickly to assist with the recovery, raising more than $40,000 in less 
than 24 hours. Thank you! 

For the latest update on the situation in Tonga, and to give to the emergency appeal,  
please visit www.actforpeace.org.au/tonga  

Dr Lubna and 
the NECC team 
provide crucial 
mental health 
care services 
for children 
across Gaza. 
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Communities around the world continued to grapple with the impact of the 
ongoing pandemic and escalating conflict and climate change last year. Once more, 
the effects were not felt evenly, with the poorest among us hit the hardest. In 
Afghanistan, Ethiopia and Myanmar thousands of people lost loved ones, struggled 
to find food for their families, and were left without a safe place to call home.

Your support helped to bring both hope for a brighter future and urgently needed 
practical support to people uprooted by conflict and disaster around the world. 

Your impact in 2021

Gaza: 
Healthcare for women and 
children and vocational 
training for young people.

West Bank: 
Non-violent protective 
presence for 
communities living 
under occupation. 

Afghanistan: 
Giving girls a brighter 
future through 
improved access to 
quality education.

Jordan: 
Providing urgently 
needed support for 
Syrian refugees 
including food 
rations, healthcare, 
education, livelihood 
programs and 
counselling. 

Ethiopia: 
Emergency healthcare 
for critically ill or 
injured refugees, as 
well as counselling and 
vocational training.

Lebanon: 
Providing emergency 
support to help those 
recovering from the 
devastating blast in Beirut.

Kenya: 
Helping urban 
refugees in 
Nairobi with food, 
case work, and 
other support. 

Zimbabwe: 
Supporting farmers 
to be more resilient to 
climate change through 
conservation farming, 
responding to food 
insecurity with urgently 
needed food rations,  
and supporting peace 
building initiatives 
through national 
dialogues.

Myanmar: 
Capacity 
building and 
training for 
communities 
to help prevent 
human rights 
abuses.

India: 
Healthcare, 
livelihood and 
empowerment 
programs for  
Sri Lankan 
refugees.

Sri Lanka: 
Livelihood programs 
and support services 
to help newly returned 
refugees reintegrate.

Thailand: 
Support for 
encamped 
Karenni 
refugees.

ASIA: 
Advocating 
for refugee 
rights.

Indonesia: 
Disaster preparedness 
and risk reduction 
activities to help 
communities stay safe 
during disasters.

Vanuatu:
Support for communities to 
prepare for, respond to and 
recover from the impacts of 
natural disasters.

Tonga:
Improving safety and 
inclusion for people living 
with disability in disaster 
risk management.
Emergency response to 
support communities 
affected by Tropical 
Cyclone Harold.

Australia: 
Advocacy and 
campaigning to help 
#EndCOVIDForAll.

Pakistan: 
Preventative and  
curative healthcare 
for rural families, 
especially mothers 
and children. 
Improving access to 
quality education.

The Philippines:
Disaster risk 
reduction and 
preparedness. 
Action and 
advocacy to support 
communities, 
including indigenous 
people, to access 
their human rights.

Bangladesh: 
Providing life-saving assistance 
including access to sanitation 
facilities, COVID-19 preventative 
hygiene kits, and medical care to 
Rohingya refugees.

The impact of your generosity
Thank you for helping to fund more than 35 projects in 20 regions, 
improving the lives of more than 260,000 people. Together, we are 
helping to create a world where everyone belongs.

Thousands of individuals, churches and schools contributed to our campaigns 
and appeals last year. You shared stories, raised awareness, spoke out against 
injustice, and gave generously to support communities affected by conflict and 
disaster around the world.

Together with local leaders and our long-term partners we are all united in our 
commitment to creating a more just and peaceful world. 

This work would not be possible without you.

Thank you for working with us to reduce displacement and create safety,  
dignity and belonging for uprooted people. 

77,787
supporters, churches, organisations 

and schools took action through 
Act for Peace last year

$7,685,441 
given in donations and 

bequests for communities 
around the world

88,740
generous gifts

Your action in 2021

Students from Lewisham Christian Brothers school took part in 
the Ration Challenge, joining thousands of caring Australians 
who raised money to support Syrian refugees in Jordan, and other 
uprooted people around the world, and to send them a powerful 
message that they are not alone. 
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Right now, we’re living in a world of ‘us’ 
versus ‘them’. Divisions are deepening, 
conflicts are escalating, and climate 
inaction is placing lives in peril. But 
together, we can create a world where 
people uprooted by conflict and disaster 
have a safe place to belong.

After much consulting, listening and 
discerning, Act for Peace has committed 
to a new Strategic Framework for the 
next five years. 

Our new strategy draws on our rich heritage 
of working with ecumenical bodies and other 
actors, harnesses our strengths as an agency, 
and enables us to complement the expertise 
and experience of our partners. 

Importantly, it responds to one of the greatest 
crises of our time – forced displacement due to 
conflict and disaster, including climate change. 

We have sharpened our focus from working with 
all people affected by conflict and disaster to 
communities affected by displacement specifically. 

We have deepened our commitment to raising 
the voices of uprooted people and backing 
their leaders to scale up their impact. 

We are also increasing our efforts to find 
permanent solutions to, and address the 
underlying causes of, displacement by working 
collaboratively with others to build unity and 
transform unjust systems. 

We could not exist if it weren’t for the steadfast 
commitment of our wonderful supporters, so 
I hope you feel as inspired as I am by our new 
vision: a world where everyone belongs. 

Janet Cousens  
Janet Cousens (CEO)

A world 
where 
everyone 
belongs

You can learn more about  
our new strategy at 

www.actforpeace.org.au/strategy

Our approach in action
Our partner, the Organisation for 
Eelam Refugees’ Rehabilitation 
(OfERR), helps Sri Lankan refugees 
like Daniyel* rebuild their lives in the 
home they’ve dreamed of for so long. 

Daniyel was forced from his home 
by violent conflict when he was 20 
years old. After 12 years in a refugee 
camp in India, OfERR helped Daniyel 
to return to Sri Lanka with his young 
family. He now works as a fisherman 
and is able to earn his own income.

“After we came home, I 
experienced boundless joy. 
Meeting my parents and other 
relatives, returning to our own 
house, our own country.”  
– Daniyel*

“This new strategy is driven by our core 

beliefs that all people are created equal and 

should be treated this way, and that people 

most affected by crises must be recognised 

as leaders in responding.”

JANET COUSENS, CEO, ACT FOR PEACE

Janet Cousens, CEO of Act for Peace, 

with Jamila* in Jamtoli refugee camp 

in Bangladesh, which is home to over 

50,000 Rohingya people who’ve fled 

violence and persecution in Myanmar.

Our new vision
A world where everyone belongs.

Our new purpose
To create, together, a world where 
people uprooted by conflict and 
disaster have a safe place to belong.

How we’re making it happen
At the heart of our work is a powerful conviction: to 
create a just and peaceful society, we have to work 
together. It’s both the right thing to do, and the only 
thing that will work.

1. BACKING DISPLACED PEOPLE 
Building partnerships that mobilise the 
knowledge, determination, and skills of 
displaced people to create change. 

2. BUILDING UNITY 
Tackling the underlying drivers of 
inequality and displacement. 

3. TRANSFORMING THE SYSTEM 
Advocating for a radically different 
response to the displacement crisis. 

What we’re working towards
Together, we’re working towards three goals 
to create a world where people uprooted by 
conflict and disaster have a safe place to 
belong. Acting, together, for peace.

1. SAFETY IN EXILE 
Ensuring people can live in safety, 
with dignity, while displaced. 

2. A PLACE TO BELONG 
Helping uprooted people find a 
permanent place to belong.

3. REDUCED DISPLACEMENT  
Taking action so fewer people are 
forced to flee their homes.
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Act for Peace Partners are supporters 
in Australia committed to backing local 
partners on the ground through monthly 
gifts and prayers. Each local organisation 
Act for Peace works alongside is dedicated 
to supporting people uprooted by conflict 
and disaster find a safe place to belong, 
no matter how long it takes. 

The sheer scale of the displacement crisis can 
be overwhelming for our local partners, who in 
many cases have been supporting refugees and 
displaced people for decades.

But time and again, they tell us that the thing 
that makes the most significant difference to 
them is: partnership.

True partnership is more than one-off funding. 
It’s trusting each other, learning from each 
other, and working together to solve problems.

Most of all, partnership is a 
promise. With that promise comes 
the courage to face challenges 
together, knowing that the other 
person will be by your side, every 
step of the way.
Doug Hewitt is a long-standing Act for Peace 
Partner who kindly shared his story and the 
meaning behind his decision to support refugees 
and displaced people on their long, hard and 
uncertain journey to find a safe place to belong. 

“My introduction to Act for Peace was through the 
Christmas Bowl, way back when it began in 1949. 
I can remember as a young fellow having a bowl on 
the Christmas table and my parents encouraged us 
all to contribute to overseas projects by putting some 
money into that bowl.

Frank Byatt [the founder of the Christmas Bowl] 
inspired me as he did many others to respond to 
human need. 

I don’t live a very lavish life, 
but I have far more to make me 
comfortable than people do in so 
many other parts of the world. I have 
a responsibility to share with those 
who have so little. 
I think the commitment to regular [monthly] giving 
is an important discipline. Each month I know that 
some of my resources are going to Act for Peace. 
I’ve been an Act for Peace Partner since it began, 
and I think regular giving is a way of showing that 
you are prepared to commit yourself.

For me, partnership is a two-way process. What gives 
me hope is hearing about the effective use of what 
people give, and I only wish we could send them more.

Every little bit helps. What I give is not a great amount. 
But if there were hundreds or thousands more like me, 
then together, we can make a difference.”

A promise to  
be there for 
each other

If you would like to become an Act for 
Peace Partner, please visit our website at  
www.actforpeace.org.au/afppartners 
or call 1800 025 101.

Chalani* and her family returned home to Sri 
Lanka two years ago, after living as refugees 
for almost 30 years. Today they live on their 
own family land where they rear goats and 
have a vegetable garden.

Doug Hewitt is an Act for Peace Partner 
and has been supporting the work of Act 
for Peace for over 70 years. 
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Help create a future filled 
with God’s love
As a Christian, Rev. Frank Byatt believed he had a responsibility to share his good fortune with our 
brothers and sisters in urgent need around the world. 

That’s why, on Christmas Day in 1949, he put a Bowl of Remembrance on the dinner table and asked 
his family to place a generous gift in it to ‘share your good dinner with hungry children in other lands’. 

Throughout our lives, tens of thousands of us have followed Frank’s example; sharing God’s love with 
those in urgent need around the world, through gifts to the Christmas Bowl. 

Your Will is an opportunity to continue this important legacy long into the future; helping to create a 
future filled with God’s love. 

To find out how to include the Christmas Bowl in your Will, please call Andy on 
1800 025 101 or visit www.actforpeace.org.au/giftinwill 

Thank you.

“Alone the impact we 
can make is limited, 
but through working in 
partnership we can help 
renew the world.”

- Christian Aid, Act for Peace’s  
local partner in Bangladesh.


